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Senate Minutes
6:30 PM – 9 November 2010
Gold and Sun Ballrooms, Buntrock Commons
Pre-Meeting Business

I. Student Feedback

Sheforgen: So, clearly we have a great turn out from the student body; just kidding. But we’re here, so if anyone shows up, they can chime in.  Nicolai, would you like to say anything? Is there a special reason you came tonight?

Svanefjord: I’m the French exchange student, and as I’m involved on campus at home, I’m just here to observe and see how you all function here

II. Senators share feedback with each other

Sheforgen: Ok, well, I just wanted some time for us to get together as a large group and talk about what has been going on in subcommittees.  Anyone can raise questions, bring up issue you would like to see addressed, and talk about what you’re doing.  If each committee chair could talk about their goals for the subcommittee this year, that would be great.

Nye: Well, Meal Plans is working on reducing the cost for students by reducing the amount of stolen stuff; it’s seriously a huge chunk of money that is unnecessary.  We are trying to get rid of rumors about meals being carried over or anything like that.  We’re also looking into being able to use Ole dollars in the Caf, like flex dollars, for extra meals.  And I think we succeeded in getting a smaller ladle in the pasta line.

Zander: I’m on the committee too and we’re also talking about looking into a different system, maybe something like pay as you go.  Dean Kneser mentioned going to check out the system at Gustavus sometime for a comparison; we could do this or try to get student input, then giving the students an option.  We’ll think of a lot of different changes, and look into the ones that are feasible.

Nye: Things like pushing dinner back 30 min

Sheforgen: any questions? In the email I sent out for tonight, there is a link to a page where the student body can give feedback, ask questions, or whatever; you can too if you have a question or want something looked at that you think of later

Rakke: Ok, Student Work is looking at how students are getting jobs, if they are fulfilling their requirements, if they are happy with jobs, if they are able to meet their financial needs, and things of that nature. Moving further past these questions, we’re looking at what students can do if they aren’t happy or aren’t meeting their needs; basically we’re looking at how students are working through the system.

Sheforgen: I was curious: thinking about first years, would it be possible to look into something like a job survey for the first years to match them up with a job on campus that suits them and that they like? 

Fay: Our subcommittee is looking at what kind of late night programming other schools have, how these events are related to their SGA, if they are, and also where they would fit in: which branch would be in charge of putting the events on, where they could be held at, and where the money would come from.  We are also trying to figure out what kinds of things students would like to see and then how to go about getting that done.

Sheforgen: Keep in mind that this is something hall senators could look into too.  When you go back to your halls this week, ask them what they want.  More magicians? More movies? Get that information from them now so we can use it in the future

Alveshere: For the Bylaws subcommittee, we are taking things as they come up.  Right now, we are looking closely at the attendance policy, so hopefully we’ll bring that before you soon. Then, we’ll move on to looking at SOC funding guidelines.  In general, if anyone, especially the branch coordinators, has something specific they want done or changed or something that you come up with, bring it to us; otherwise, we’ll just keep going through the articles, cleaning up and making sure the reflect what we do

Spitzfaden: For Conference Committee so far we have given money to 4 conferences.  2 people went to a writing tutors conference; a group went to a School of the Americas conference; another group going down to a protest Senator Wiklund went to an interfaith conference in DC.  We are getting the hang of decided how much money to give out, so we do this fairly and so we have some left at the end of the year.  We’re also figuring out the bylaws dealing with conference committee to up date them.

Sheforgen: This group, and SOC too, are not really being hit up for money yet.  This is what they are here for; we have about 8000 to give out.  If you know of anyone who can use it, tell him or her to apply or at least keep it in mind.

Meeting

I. Call to Order

II. Roll Call

III. Approval of Minutes

IV. New Business

a. Confirmation of Melby Senator

Spitzfaden: so the proposal is up and it’s pretty much the same as the other confirmation proposals you have seen this year

Sheforgen: Melby was in pretty sad shape at the beginning of the year, most of their positions were open.  Senator Keyes was on a mission to find a senator for us and fill their hall council, and I think they found one for everything.  I interviewed Karen at the end of last week.  She’s the only applicant, and, while it’s not our only option, it’ll be good a good one.  She’s super nice, she’s taken an interest in SGA and she volunteered. 

Meyer: Move to PQ


Second


Vote


Passes

V. Reports and Announcements

Admin: One, the MAPCS organizations have been sending emails about sending students to meeting to see how things are run. So, just a heads up, they might be coming to a meeting sometime.  Two, Eric and I are looking for someone to be on the campus safety committee.  You would meet once a month with Public Safety; let us know if you are interested, we need a student on there.  Another thing: I know President Anderson talked about this when we met with him, but today he officially announced who is on the Provost search committee: Professors Nitz, Chadran, Jackson, Judge, Lempke, Walter, Aspaas and then me as the student representative.  Let me know if you have questions or want me to bring anything up

DCC: On Sunday, we concluded Native American Weeks with our closing banquet, and it went really well.  We began Africa Weeks yesterday; we have a lot coming up, including a dance in the Pause, Friday at 10pm, a discussion on religion in Africa next Monday and lots of other things. And the Hmong New Year celebration will be this Saturday at Carleton

PAC: So last Tuesday was the election; it was obviously a big day for us—about 740ish students voted on campus.  Next Tuesday will be big for us too, Nate Silver, our fall speaker will be here. He is a well-respected statistician and writer, working a lot in the poll stats, and has written for the New York Times. So this should be a very interesting talk; Tuesday, 7pm in the chapel.  You should stop by after the Senate meeting!

VN: Feed My Starving Children is on Friday and Saturday, so right now we’re really pushing to get the donations in from students and people who volunteered.  If you have those, or know someone who does, turn them into to the SGA office

SAA: We have Ole Night Out on Sunday; so if you signed up, please remember to go.  You should have gotten an email from me for Give to the Max; that is next Tuesday—we’re having a carnival in the Pause as a thank you for donating 

Mohn: We had out first hall event, pumpkin carving, last week that seemed to go well; this week, we’re planning on making caramel apples

Faculty Life: We have been talking about candidates for the honorary degree this year.  We’re also putting up revised stipulations for the tenure tract

Sheforgen: I heard that when a faculty member goes through the tenure process, they get feedback from both students, other faculty members and peers, that then goes through a faculty and student committee; however, they never get to see any of the feedback.  Is that how it works?

Wilkerson: They get a summary of what was said overall, and they are made aware of how they can change

Sheforgen: can you look into that and get back to me?

Wilkerson: Sure.  I know they get feedback about how to improve themselves, and they use them in order to gain tenure overall 

SOC: We funded Diwali through one of the orgs putting it on.  We recognized Oles to Action, who are tabling now for the Invisible Children event, and also STOGrow

BORSC: We are still working on the report. We’ll hopefully get a form creator put together, so if you get an invite, please take it

Hoyme: We are having a talent show on Nov 17th
Kildahl: We have our annual All Hall Fall Ball on the 17th.  Some are doing a corridor screw to the cities too

Environmental: Our first year energy competition ended this past week:  Hoyme won with 81.5 kw/hr/person, so they get a pizza party on Wednesday.  Stephanie Schmidt is lecturing about food webs and ecology tomorrow in Viking, which should be really interesting. And Rich Piper will be here, talking about peak oil and how to go about moving to different lifestyle

Faculty Goverence: We are currently contacting dept chairs to find people to be put on the ballot for committee members for next year

Financial: I’ll be giving another financial training Thurs at 6pm in Buntrock 190 in case you have committee member who have not been trained yet

Rand: We also are having caramel apples Thursday at 9pm.  Hall council agrees and thinks the CEL goes overboard with emails sometimes

Multicultural: I will be attending the first official exec meeting of the multicultural orgs at 6 tomorrow

SAC: We sold Harry Potter tickets on Sunday, and that went really well; next Thursday those students will get transportation to the theater for the opening. Friday we are offering free shuttles to the hockey game.  Saturday the Upright Citizens Brigade will be here

Branch: I am working on converting BORSC survey from form creator to a survey on Oleville. The big things we’re working on are Give to the Max and Glamball, which went up yesterday for MEC. Oh, in other exciting news, we moved the Oleville search bar to the upper left corner for something a little different

Admin: Dan and I are working on creating a spot to log in to almost everything, SIS, Moodle, Gmail in one place; there are some new features on the Senate page. I added a drop down menu in html. NBD.

Tohlen: so you would be connected to SIS and Moodle all at once? 

Wagnild: well, there’s a spot where you can log in to any of them

Sheforgen: it’ll be in a new tab

Wagnild: Once you see it, you’ll get it 

Pause: Well, we have a food special: the Garden of Eatin’ Pita, which is pita with your choice of hummus and vegetables. The jukebox that was in the Jungle has gone out, and we have Big Buck Hunter instead. We are running a special to hopefully rival Dominos: 2 small pizzas for $5 each on Fridays.  And, some good news, overall sales are up, so thanks if you are contributing to that

Senate: If you want to write a bylaws purpose, there are blank ones on Oleville that you can just fill out.  You can print them off, get 5 signatures and have them turned in by Monday at 12.  Next Tuesday, there are a lot of people with a lot of things going on; deal with it the best you can, we’ll make do.  For the student work subcommittee—try to schedule your meeting earlier for Cathy’s convenience.  Then we’ll have the meeting at 630, with Cathy Ruby talking about student work and financial aid in general, then hopefully we’ll be getting out early enough for you to go to these events. On the topic of financial aid, talk to your constituency this week and get some feed back.  I hope to keep her busy, as this is one of the first times in a while she’s been here.  Is there anything you want Kim, Sam or I to bring up with PDA tomorrow? Let us know if something comes up

VI. Hill Hype

Spitzfaden: Harry Potter comes out in a week, and my pod is watching all of the movies leading up to Thursday; if you want to, come join us in pod 212 watching HP. Let me know


Sheforgen: my pod has already started

Sickbert: There is a big swim meet against Gustavus on Saturday

VII. Good Times – The Committee and task

Sheforgen: There is nothing planned for this week, but we have a committee now! Hopefully they’ll help you all have a good time at senate!

Kris: Van Go is up about 300% from last year.  If there is a wait, that’s a good thing.  If you are planning your visits, Thursday/Fridays are slammed, so plan accordingly.  Just so you know, Prof. Durocher is under Hospice Care.  I’m sure there will be notices. This weekend, I went shopping with a student, and it was great.  I tried on clothes, she watched the kids, and vice versa.  If anyone would want to come shopping with me, you’re more than welcome. Also, someone grab that blue tape…

VIII. Senator of the Week

Skaden: So, last year we had a hard time finding a solid Honor House Senator, and I think we ended up not have a constant one; it was a pain.  But this year, Senator Arbeiter has done a great job so far, actually letting us know what is going on and starting the composting, so kudos and congrats Taryn!

Sheforgen: for the committees, you probably won’t meet next week, so talk about it tonight and if you want to meet next week, it’s up to you

IX. Adjournment

Spitzfaden: move adjourn


Second


Adjourned

Post-Meeting Business
I. Committees – Get together

