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Student Government Association
St. Olaf College




Senate Minutes
6:30 PM – 26 October 2010
David E. Johnson Boardroom
Pre-Meeting Business
I. Roll Call

II. Committees – Explanation/Collaboration

Sheforgen: I’ll just talk briefly about each committee first, but you’ll meet with them weekly; at some point, you’ll come back to senate with some good ideas.  So the committees are: Bylaws, chaired by Senator Alveshere; they’ll be looking at the bylaws on all sorts of issues, for example, this year I want them to look at the section referring to ticket prices and such.  Any bylaws changes need to go thru this committee this year before you bring it to Senate; they’ll look through it and make sure they are good.  Our bylaws are kind of messed up.  It happened after the policy manual shift and was never really fixed; there are references to other sections that are bad, practices that we don’t do, and such, so the committee will run that check and other things.  Senator Spitzfaden will chair the Conference committee. If you want to attend an extra curricular conference, apply and they’ll review your application, and possibly give you money.  A new committee is what I’m calling the Follow Up Committee; it’ll be made up of myself, Dan, Klara, and John If your committee needs PR, this makes if more fair, namely so that the 2 PR senators are not on the same committee or making one group’s PR better than another’s.  We’re trying to make Senate more transparent, looking back at what we have done in the past, keeping processing moving, etc.  The next committee will deal with Meal Plans, which is kind of the number 1 issue on students’ minds to fix.  I don’t have any objective, but its up to you guys to come up with.  A new committee that came out of a BORSC suggestions will be the Late Night Planning Committee; they will look for more programming later at night: what things can we do, what would it cost, where would it preside, etc? The last committee will look at Student Work—are students happy with their jobs, happy with work, how to get jobs, other schools, etc.

Bishop: and these each have committee chairs?

Sheforgen: yes, in general, we don’t choose execs though; mainly because we want other students’ input and this can be a bit of a time commitment

Spitzfaden: and coordinators are already having another meeting a week

Sheforgen: So the chairs are Senators Alveshere, Spitzfaden, Nye, Rakke and Fay. Keep in mind that we do have advisors for these committee too: Dean Kneser and Kris Vatter will be overseeing a couple of the groups; it’s easy to shoot an email to, or ask Kim and I, as we’ve been around.  If you don’t know where to go, stop by.  A couple of resources will be on Oleville too. There is a ‘senator only’ area, on the bottom of the page; you just need to log in.  There is a committee collaboration area and information, Google docs for all committees and a college flow chart— really useful for finding out who to talk to.  You could go talk to PDA, but it’s probably better to start lower.  There aren’t names yet, but there will be.  One more update: if you submit a proxy form, your committee chair will know also.  Attendance for these committee meetings is mandatory according to bylaws—article 15, section c, number 4: you have 2 unexcused absences for the entire year; more and you forfeit your place on the committee and on senate.  You must send a proxy.  Our general goals for tonight are: do intros and names, set some goals and objectives and what you plan on doing in the next week. 

Spitzfaden: For example, last year, we did CATE as a subcommittee. We used a Google doc with a list of schools, contacted them and gathered the info.  I think it’s important that everyone does work, not just the chair.  

Sheforgen: everyone is an equal voice on these committees.  Help each other out.  At the end of this year, the work of these committees will be the most important.  Go out and be back by 710

Dean Kneser: I have to tell ghost stories tonight, so I’ll have to leave early, sorry. Two things: one, Friday morning President Poskanzer of Carleton will be here serving breakfast because he lost a bet with President Anderson; I believe Senator Chang will be Ole the Lion.  Please note that President Anderson and Matt McDonald, the AD, and I will not let people in with Carleton sucks tee shirts, out of respect to President Poskanzer.  We’ll send an email.  As a side note, I’m not sure if Matt has said this officially, but I think they might not let these types of shirts into sporting events, in accordance with the MIAC conduct rules.  I’ll let you know.  So, Friday morning, come eat, say hi.  Second, I’ll be sending another email out pre Halloween concerning safety; if you remember last year, we had 6 people in the ER on the night of Halloween, and one in detox; the ER was so full of people with alcohol related issues, that they had to take victims of a car crash to Fairbault.  Please, 1, use your head and 2, take care of your friends.  Don’t get to that point, don’t let your friends get to that point, but if it happens, get help soon.  I don’t know if you talked to your parents about a newlsetter that I sent out before Fall Break about research that was done a few years ago about binge drinking.  Halloween is the 4th holiday where excessive alcohol use is seen.  Spring Break is 1, New Years Eve is 2, and Thanksgiving is 3.  We’ve put time and energy into keeping you safe, and we have things going on to help people make smart decision.  Appeal to use your head and make smart decisions.  We’re really looking for a better weekend than last year.  I do not want to meet any of you in the ER, and I don’t want to meet your parents in this situation.  Any questions? Let me know

Sheforgen: One other thing—I’ve asked that Dean Kneser to advise the Meal Plans and student work committee and Kris to do late night planning.  Get their advice sometimes, but also let them know where you’re going to meet at on Tuesdays so they can be involved.  

Dean Kneser: You can also send me a list of question, with someone I can respond to, just to get the ball rolling

Sheforgen: I’ve created aliases for all of the committees too, so you can send stuff out of this too.  

III. Committees – Get together

Sheforgen: One last thing: in order for something to go to the faculty, know it has to be good. You need a lot of research, a lot of planning and an answer for everything.  Plan on it taking a while, but do keep in mind dead lines

Meeting

I. Call to Order

II. Roll Call

III. Approval of Minutes

IV. SSS Presentation: Gabriela Bosmenier, Ian Burrell, Courtney Payne

Bosmenier: Just a little background: President Johnson created the SSS or the TRIO program in the 1960s.  He felt this could be an opportunity for advancement in education.  In 1964 Upward Bound, the first TRIO like program started, as a way to ensure equal educational opportunity for more students.  In 1965, the actual titled program, TRIO, was created; these were financial aid programs to give support to students that needed it, and it continues today.  It is re established every 7ish years. The people it concerns are what we call LIFG—Low Income, First Generation.  In TRIO, low income families are defined as those from the 4th quartile on the economic scale; students must also be the first in their family pursuing a degree

Burrell: To show you some information about how education and income are related, we’ve compiled some data.  It is almost double a difference income wise from holding a BA to only having 4 yrs of high school. ACT scores by income groups also show a great differential.  Keep in mind that it’s not that wealthy kids are smarter, but they have more access to things like the ACT test or other upscale education.  Looking at completion of high school in MN shows a huge gap, from 90% in some categories down to 40% in others.  College participiation is the same, from upwards of 80% for the top quartiles down to 40% from the bottom quartile, but if you look closer only 20% of that 40% are actually staying in college and getting the degree.  If you look at those people in college, which is about half of the whole nation, only about 25% of these students are getting a degree.  For those getting a BA degree, students from a low income family has about a 1 in 10 chance of graduating, vs. 8 in 10 for those higher up.

Payne: So, why do you care? Well, there is a huge need for programs like these for students to get in and succeed.  You might remember Obama saying that he wants to achieve the highest number of college grads during his presidency, but there is a lot of work that would need to go into achieving that goal.  There is obviously a connection between family background and educational attainment.  We need affordable options available so they can get into college and pay for it; however, there is also the task of preparing them to succeed.  Nationwide, this is about different programs working together to get young people in and help them to succeed.  Our goal is to create a pipeline from kindergarten all the way through to college graduation.  St. Olaf has Upward Bound, the Education Talent Search, and Gear Up at the pre-college levels to help students get in.  At the college level, St. Olaf has SSS and McNair.  Remember we said that only about 20% of those who get in make it out?  The number of students in the St. Olaf programs is around 80%. This is a lot of information to take in, but we rely a lot on federal funding and we rely on it increasing each year.  You can help us out by supporting us, writing letters to the senator’s office when that comes around, and finding out more info about us off the homepage.  You can mentor in the Twin Cities for high school students.  Or you can reach out to students in the SSS, right across the hall. Come to our events, get to know us.  If you have questions, let us know.  Thanks

Sickbert: What is the difference between the 3 pre college programs and the 2 college programs? 

Payne: they just work in different ways at different schools, but it’s the same goal: get students in, and help the succeed

Alveshere: Thanks for coming in.  Gabriela, you mentioned that this was brought up in congress last year?

Burrell: It was actually this year that SSS had to reapplied for funding.  Students got cut from some because funding did not increase as much as planned

Payne: A lot of programs got cut, and initially, they didn’t let people know, to save themselves from backlash.  The St. Olaf programs did get funding, but others did not

Sheforgen: What is the difference between students in SSS and those who aren’t?

Burrell: 80% of students in SSS at St. Olaf graduate; 20 from bottom, 25 from second.  Huge difference than those who aren’t in a program like this at other schools

Tohlen: how does St. Olaf benefit, diversity wise?

Payne: At St. Olaf, a large number of students are generally from the top two quartiles, but the general population of the nation doesn’t reflect that.  I think we bring this to the table.  And diversity.  I think that community benefits by having us here. Most students don’t know the 160 students who are in the program; people assume its only minority students, but a lot of students are and you don’t even know it.

Burrell: SSS nation wide is not based on ethnicity; 50 are considered minority, but it’s based totally off the Low Income, First Generation status

Payne: This is not like Affirmative Action or anything like that.  That’s a wrong view of what these programs are doing

V. Old Business

A. SGA Budget – Financial Officer Rod Hubbard, President Kim Spitzfaden
Hubbard: As we talked about last time, the buffer fund is 2% of the cap fee.  We aren’t putting money into capitol improvement because there was some left over from last year and there was also extra in the buffer fund.  There will be about 39000 overall in the buffer fund.  We’re discussing a transfer later in this meeting. If you have questions, talk to the branch exec.

Aronstein: move to PQ


Second


Vote


Passes
VI. New Business

A. Confirmation of Larson Senator – President Kim Spitzfaden
Spitzfaden: Since there was no student who applied or ran for Larson senator we opened it up for applications.  John actually talked to whoever was tabling on election day [haha—it was Klara and Mary], was really enthusiastic about it and so we picked him

Keyes: What was it about him that set him apart?
Sheforgen: Compared to the other person, he had more solid ideas about collecting feedback from the dorm, which in an upper class dorm is difficult, and he just seemed more enthusiastic about the job
Alveshere: move to PQ

Second


Vote


Passes

B. SAC Budget Transfer – Coordinator Tyler Aronstein
Aronstein: So it’s explained on the sheet.  Senior week is a week of events for seniors before graduation.  Last year they went to Brunswick Zone and it was put on SAC’s budget for this year rather than last year’s.  Now we are in the hole.  No budget means no events.  We’ re hoping to transfer some money from the buffer

Alveshere: what would you like the total budget to be? Would this mean another proposal in the spring?

Aronstein: originally we had a little over 8000, so maybe a smaller proposal in the spring?

Alveshere: do we need so much now? Can these be better balanced?

Aronstein: a lot of planning starts now that we’ll need to pay for

Alveshere: a lot more expenses now?

Aronstein: yes

Alveshere: my only concern is that something might come up that would need a lot of money, and we wouldn’t have enough

Spitzfaden: in my 4 yrs, we have never gotten into the buffer, so that’s not really a concern to worry about

Tohlen: how much did last year spend in total?

Aronstein: I’m think it was around 18000…Ok maybe more.  But we charge people for their wristbands, so the cost is subsidized.

Tohlen: do you have an idea of the total budget?

Aronstein: around 8000

Sheforgen: be sure you are separating in your mind how much SGA budgets for SAC vs. how much they are planning on spending 

Spitzfaden: SAC spends 8000, but we make a lot more

Sheforgen: it’s about 30000 in total

Tohlen: and the remainder is raised?

Aronstein: yea

Rakke: what is Brunswick Zone? What does this have to do with seniors?

Aronstein: Senior Week is the event before graduation, after classes.  The Brunswick Zone is a place for laser tag, bowling, and things like that.  The charge is from taking the seniors there.  The charge was put on this year’s budget.

Hubbard: This is because the financial year starts in June; the event was at the end of May, and the charge didn’t go through on time, so they paid for it in June.

Keyes: so because of the overflow from previous years, the buffer fund has about 39000. This is coming from that?

Hubbard: yes.

Meyer:  move to table


Second


Tabled

VII. Reports and Announcements

Admin: I emailed the library and the people at the Cage, and both will be adjusting their hours for finals; they will stay open later than normal on Friday.  We’re working on budget increase proposal.  Eric and I made a Halloween page, to go with the lib Frankenstein poster.  The 5 Norwegian/Lutheran colleges of the MW do Nobel Peace Talks every year; we try to get the Nobel Laurete from 2 years back to come; for those of you who know, this means Obama should be here.  We are trying to get Obama, which would be open to St. Olaf students.  I’m writing a letter to Obama, I sent it today

SOC: We’re waiting for more proposals

Curiculum: We’re having a lull also, because we’re approved 2ndsemester and interim classes.  I did get a 3rd student rep, Will Carlson.  

MEC: We’re working on our campus band campaign; we’ve filled every slot for the rest of the year.  This week we talked to Clare Housing in the cities, which funds housing for AIDS patients, and this is where the money from Glam Ball will be going.  Glam Ball is on Nov. 20th: we’ll have a photo booth, comedian, music; you should come, bring some friends.  Secret after Xmas fest dance, get excited

International: Friday there is an international cooking party sponsored by the honor houses

Riley: do we need tickets?


Tang: nope

Multicultural: The next 2 weeks are Native American weeks; we have a lot going on that you should come to

Pause: We’re building a giant pumpkin in the mane stage, its huge and awesome; we have a pumpkin shake, its good.  Chicken Bacon Ranch is our pizza of the month. And the Halloween dance is this weekend

Sheforgen: Just so you know, that was in the works way before the Grand or the Sleg

Fox: like, last May

SAA: Ole Night Out is coming up, Nov 14th. Please sign up this week because registration closes on Friday.  I have cards for you as a reminder!

Mohn: We have ghost stories tonight, pumpkin carving contest later

HillKitt: We are hosting the haunted trail Saturday, 830-1000; come and be scared; hopefully there will be candy

DCC: As mentioned before, we are in Native American Weeks: Larry Yazi, the fancy dancer was here. Thursday 28 there will be a movie in Viking.  Sunday, October 31 begins Native American themed meals in the Caf.  There will be a beading workshop on the 4th, with Prof. Hoover.  The closing banquet will be on Sunday November 7th; there will be a registration through MACO.  Thanks for attending the ‘What is Culture?’ event. And thanks for coming to everything

Honor house: We’ll have trick or treating and a possible obstacle course put on by the St. John’s house? There will be a hog roast for FMSC. And the GLOW house has a workshop on antigay bullying, movie night.

Hoyme: Even though Ellingson does this, we are thinking of having a Mr. Hoyme

IHC: We started a little late, so we’re still in the works

Ytterboe: We are having pumpkin painting and cider tomorrow.  In November we are having a Pod-luck, and for the guys, a No Shave November contest.  

Faculty Gov: We are going over faculty manual.  We’re looking at things like students speaking at faculty meetings, which at this point can only be the president or the mess editor; looking at that.  I’ll get back to you.  We’re looking for a second semester rep

Environment: I’m working on organizing the first year environmental reps to get stuff done

Faculty Life: We’re continuing to discuss tenure

Kildahl: We are pumpkin carving on Friday, and there will be trick or treating. We’re looking into bonding through community events; something like volunteering in Northfield

Ellingson: We have our Haunted House, Ell-sylum or … yeah there were 2 poster; its 9-11 Friday

Intercampus:  Carleton is also getting into the swing of things a little behind us. They will have someone here next week

Larson: We have Halloween cookie decorating/a costume contest on Sunday

PAC: Emily wants to remind you all that the Election Day is Tuesday, go vote.  Election night party will be in the Pause, 8-11, with cookies

Rand: We just talked a little about student dissatisfaction with library hours on Sundays

BORSC: We gave the report presentation to the student body, 5 people came.  The new report revolves around religion—possibly about what it means to be a religiously affiliated institution while also being religiously tolerant

VN: Halloween Party on Friday; Feed My Starving Children has a wait list, but you should still donate, there are prizes.  We recognized the 4th new org this year: it is like the DA house, which doesn’t exist anymore; 

SAC: Dance with the Pause this weekend: we’ll have cookies in the lair and a Halloween movie in the Den.  Sunday at 3, Rocky Horror Picture Show, it’s weird but fun.  We’re selling more shirts on Thursday, community time.  We’re getting tickets to midnight showing of Harry Potter, but there are a limited number of tickets. Senior weeks budget in the positive, so that’s good.  Super fan buses to hockey games

Branch Communications: most people are showing up to meetings now; Oleville is growing by the day, I’m working on revamping the Pause page, which will be like a pilot program for all of them; let me know ideas

Admin Communications: doing some of the same. 

Senate: We have a tour of Tomson Hall on Friday, you are the first to see it this year.


Finks: how long?


Sheforgen: an hour probably. Busy week: dinner at 6 on Thursday at President Anderson’s house.  Meet in SGA office, leaving at 545.  It might be awkward otherwise to show up alone


Mork: what should we wear?


Sheforgen: just look presentable.


Spitzfaden: just don’t wear sweats


Sheforgen:  Thanks for the committee meetings.  We still need people for good times.  I don’t want to print off stuff, so check your email.  You’ve had some good ideas so far; I’ll work on it.

VII. Hill Hype

Riley” I know Dean Kneser sent out the email about the Main Street survey. Please do that, it’ll be helpful for Siri and I because we’re in that class.

Sickbert: Women’s soccer, last home conference game, Saturday at 1:00 vs. Carleton

Bishop: if you enjoyed the jazz concert this past weekend, show up on Friday for the St. Olaf jazz bands.

Tohlen: There is a dance marathon on Saturday.  Come learn some Swedish folk dance.

VIII. Good Times

No Good Times—lamesauce, Eric

IX. Senator of the Week

Chang: I don’t know if Senator Grasso has told you about Feed My Starving Children and with all of the problems he’s had, he might not, but give him a hug anyway.

X. Adjournment

Meyer: move to adjourn


Second


Adjourn

