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Student Government Association
St. Olaf College




Senate Minutes

6:30 PM – 7 December 2010

David E. Johnson Boardroom

Meeting

I. Call to Order

II. Roll Call

III. Approval of Minutes

IV. Special Orders

A. Alan Norton – Vice-President and Treasurer of St. Olaf College

Norton: I’m passing around a hand out of the college expenses, but first, if you’re new, let me know.  This might sound familiar if you were here last year.  The college’s budget technically consists of 2 budgets: the operating, which is on a yearly basis and the capitol, which is spent on things over a number of years.  I’m showing you the operating budget for a year; this includes the supplies you use in a given year, utilities, travelling cost, etc.  Big things like buying books for the library, major renovations, technology, the Melby bathrooms, furniture, are all parts of the capitol.  What you have before you is the operating budget.  One side is revenue.  The biggest source of revenue is the comprehensive fee paid by you.  If you think of the major fees you pay, that’s our major source, totaling about 130 million, which is about 80% of the revenue.  The other 20% is from things like government grants supporting research, which is almost always fairly specialized, and private gifts.  Seniors will be asked to give and if you do, this is where your money goes; so this is also my plug for the annual fund. Carleton grads give back at twice the rate as St. Olaf grad do.  We could say we don’t have as strong of a culture of giving.  We know you’re generous in many areas, and we’re hoping we can move this forward in the future.  I encourage you to think about that. The endowment is largely a result of this, about 12%. The other miscellaneous revenues are collected from student orgs, adding up to about 4.5 million.  The Book store and some other things that add to this are auxiliary, but they add it too.  Running a book store is actually unnecessary on our part, but we do it for convenience.  Summer camps are auxiliary too, but they do generate a little more.  On the expense side, note that there is one huge category, made up of the financial aid scholarships, that means about 45 million is going back to students with financial need.  This presentation is a functional presentation, since it represents how the money is actually used.  The academic expenses include paying faculty, heating and light in the academic buildings, etc.  ‘Student services’ is the other big category that the Dean of Students deals with in large part.  It also includes intercollegiate athletics and other student orgs. Just so you know, of that 15.8%, you’re the .8%.  All the expense associated with this student association, which is about $800000, comes from the budget expenses.  The administrative costs, having treasurers and a president, payroll, and funding fundraising, yes, there is a cost to raising this money, is around 2%.  Food service is about 15 million.  And the book costs and running the summer programs is an expense.  Sometimes this information is presented differently, with financial aid not as an expense but as a negative on the revenue, but maybe some other time.  This is a picture of the expenses.  Revenue exceeded expense by a little over 10 million.  Now you might ask, where do you get the money for capitol? It comes from the revenues that we collect.  We need to collect this revenue in order to fund the capitol expenditures.  Specifically for you all, how much money is available to student associations? This is an amount allocated to you, about 170 per full time student, and there were around 3100 students in the fall, and about 3000 in the spring; that is about 518500 allocated to SGA and some other monies from the Pause and the Mess and some other clubs.  Where does the money come from? The comprehensive fee mostly.  It’s hard to say which dollar comes from where, but its there.  Every year you’ve been here the comprehensive fee has increased, but the financial aid has also gone up by a bigger percentage.  With the economy the way it is, this has been monitored very carefully.  For new students, their price went down on average. We really didn’t collect more from new students.  This year, the price went up about 3.6%, the financial need grew by more that.  Over the last couple of years, we haven’t had to make big cuts because we’re trying to keep costs steady.  We gave up a wage increase to faculty and staff, as there are other cost s that are going up.  The amount given to the student government didn’t change.  And the prospect is that there will be fewer students. I mean, we won’t know till May, and we really won’t know what their financial need is until late summer.  But we have to make plans now. Questions? 

Arbeiter: how do the college investments play in?

Norton: Investments come into play on the revenue side, providing about 12 million.  Before the economy tanked, we reached the peak, and by the time we reached the bottom of this peak, it was at about 218-19 million.  We ended up losing about 110 million. But now we’re back up around 290, almost 300 million as of yesterday.  If you’re wondering how its invested, we have a variety of stocks and bonds, managed by several members of the boards, people who pretty much make investments for a living, as well as a consultant.  Overall we have about 40-50 different types of investments. 

Hubbard: you mentioned that capitol expenses aren’t on here, where do they play it at? How much do we have overall?

Norton: This is kind of hard, as we would have to set aside costs like big buildings, but I think the core of it would be about 10 million.  That could do basic replacement of equipment, a roof or some furniture, that sort of thing.  It’s kind of erratic just because we do always include these larger costs

Keyes: where does the budget for Tomsom Hall come from?

Norton: Gifts make up about half. As for the difference between the revenue and expense of the operation of it, when its finished, it’ll be kind of like the efficiency we have seen with Regents. We will have added space without increasing our cost.  We are adding square feet, but because of the green-ness of it all, the cost is going down.  There is still cost though.  Once we get all these spaces, we’ll have to add a custodian or two, that’s really the only cost.  Not a lot of impact of the operational fee

Keyes: Is this from a saved annual budget or is it effecting the possible renovation of the other buildings?

Norton: well you could say that money could have gone elsewhere. But it’s like dominos.  We finish Tomson, then work on Old Main, then move onto old Admin, and eventually the lower level of Boe. Then the next set of things we’re looking at will be res halls.  That’s the next step

Zander: the low rate of giving is troubling.  Is the schooling planning on doing anything to try to increase this in the future?

Norton: its not a new concern, and it’s better today than 15 yrs ago.  Carleton is almost first in the county, so maybe that’s not a fair comparison.  Maybe if we were 5 or 10% better, we could be among the best.  But we’re working on it as we speak.  We have had focus group meetings in the past few weeks, but in the next few years, definitely. There was fundraising for Regents and a little for Tomson over the past few years.  We need to let them finishing giving their pledges, but in a few years we’ll push more.  

Zander: does this gift number include everyone who gives to specific things, like those who give to an athletic team for instance or is it an all-encompassing number?

Nor: yes, all encompassing; all gift are a part of this

B. Caf Fast Proposal – The Burrow, Jon Chang, Sam Gueringer, Thando Kunene, Anna Hovland, Rae Tamblyn

Gueringer: 6 months ago, the Larson coffee house wasn’t very inviting; so we’ve revamped it, worked really hard, got new furniture, increased the size, painted, got a team that’s working on food, one for events, and one for art; 

Kunene: I’ll be in charge of the entertainment aspects of the Burrow, looking at the venues on campus, we feel we are in need of a venue of this size; right now, it’s either too large, like the Mane stage, or too small, like in the Lair; it’ll be for those events that fall in the middle

Tamblyn: I’m in charge of the food and dining stuff. We’re pushing for a coffee machine that is more elaborate than just a basic one.  We’re also talking to the BonAp pastry chef to get treats that are great and specialized

Hovland: I’m president of Larson Hall Council; we feel this is giving Larson’s student population a better way to interact; the way Larson is set up now is not really built for this, so we’re hoping this will be a place for interaction.  

Chang: We already have some events planned during the last days of finals, in order to get the support from students; we’ll have a sign up online; we’re sponsoring events like the Tea Party and Rock the Burrow, so we’re hoping for over 1000 people to come by, and we need 100.  This money will also go to a license to serve food…bear loves the burrow

Finks: will the $500 for license be an annual fee?

Chang: yes

Fox: You mentioned that it would be cheaper for events; how so?

Kunene: we want student acts rather than outside groups like the ones from the Lair and the Mane stage

Chang: This will also go to equipment.  One of our members is installing equipment to minimize the overall amount of sound equipment we will need, so hopefully that’ll keep cost down in the future

Tohlen: where did you get the fund for the furniture and other things?

Gueringer: it was all free on Craig’s List; we went to some pretty sketch places.

Chang: yeah, we seriously worked our butts off to revamp everything

Gueringer: and res life sponsored the paint

C. Caf Fast Proposal – Triathlon, Michael Mittelsteadt, Emily Moravec

Mike Mittelsteadt: I’m the founder of the Triathlon

Emily Moravec: and I’m a member of the team

Mittelsteadt: this group started last spring because we wanted to compete in collegiate and local competitions, help others learn about it, and increase interest on campus.  There are more and more teams completing, and we are a part of this growth; the national championship will be held in Tuscaloosa AL, with about 64 colleges participating.  We’re looking to fundraise money to go to this event and develop a team that is in the top 15 of the nation.  

Moravec: We’ll be spending money on transport, hotels, entry fees, and wetsuit rentals.  

Mittelsteadt: Our goal is to get anything over $500. Anything more, we’ll put towards indoor trainers, which will help the cycling club as well as the triathlon.  For advertising, we’re contacting Triclub, we’ll be Buntrock tabling, creating events on Face Book, making posters and trying to draw more people in.  

Keyes: how many students participate on triathlon?

Mittelsteadt: To get to Nationals, we’ll take 7 men and 7 women; we’re hoping take those who compete in the Gustavus triathlon in May.  Overall we have about 30 people actively competing right now.

Spitzfaden: does the same person do all 3?

Mittelsteadt: yes

Ronning: what is the total cost?

Mittelsteadt: about 2500-3000. This increased this year because the entry fee was raised to 90 per person

V. Old Business


A. Attendance Bylaws Change – Bylaws Committee

Skaden: This is pretty much what we went through last week.  We talked more about the co-coordinator policy and the tardy policy, but haven’t got anything substantial.  However, we also talked about Interim, so I guess I move to amend to include a letter j addressing this issue

Second

Rakke: move to PQ


Second


Vote


Amendment passes

Aronstein: for part d, with the tardies, I move to amend it to clarify, for one who leaves with two minutes left versus one who leaves half way through the meeting. I figured 40 mins would be a good total

Second

Spitzfaden: did you have ideas how to sign in?

Aronstein: well, we all pick up our plates, you could have a sign in by the plates or if you’re leaving early pass something to Mary

Tohlen: but couldn’t you have as many tardies as you want, like arriving 2 minutes late to every meeting, as long as you only missed 40 minutes?

Aronstein: I didn’t take that into account.  I just didn’t think that would be as big an issue

Meyer: move to PQ


Second


Vote


Division—aye, 11; nay 17


Amendment fails

Fox: Move to table


Second


Tabled

C. Ole The Lion – Eric Sheforgen – Vice-President

Sheforgen: The costume is in shambles; we want a new one with a cooling suit. This would be enough to buy a new one suit along with a cooling unit

Keyes: when was the last one purchased?

Vatter: ‘05 interim?

Kneser: I think this is my 4th costume I’ve seen.  I’ve been here a while and I can tell you, it gets used a lot.  

Peterson: move to PQ


Second


Vote


Pass

VI. New Business

A. Caf Fast Proposal – Nathan Meyer, SOC Coordinator

Meyer: This will be opened for discussion of the two, and I’ll amend it to insert the name of whoever gets it

Fox: I’m giving my support for the Burrow; this seems like a smarter, longer-term investment to foster fun on campus for more than 30 people

Aronstein: I also support them; triathlon can be open for more caf fast in the future

Fay: I support it too, but also because they have an effective campaign, with events already planned and in motion, reaching out to the entire student body; 

Hubbard: this will also be providing new jobs

Nye: I feel that triathlon would be a one year thing, benefitting a fewer number of people

Meyer: move to amend, insert The Burrow


Second

Fox: move to PQ


Second


Vote


Amendment passes

Bishop: move to PQ


Second


Vote


Passes


B. Late Night Proposal – Late Night Programming Sub-Committee

Fay: we’re here with the proposal to add the After Dark Committee to the current SGA constitution.  We’ve worked really hard on this all semester and we’re here with our conclusions.  

Fox: This fall, the 2010 BORSC report suggested that a group be formed to deal with late night activities in an attempt to curb drinking and encourage events at night.  As you can see, the St. Olaf and National drinking cultures are actually very similar; 22.3 of St. Olaf student and 18.3 and of the National average don’t drink at all; there are clearly similar demographic linking students who always drink and students who could go either way. The disparity lies in the fact that other schools put an emphasis on creating late night events whereas St. Olaf really doesn’t. From the report, it is also clear that students overestimate the amount of alcohol use at St. Olaf.  There really aren’t stats for this next chart, but taking the wisdom of Dean Kneser, there are some who always drink, and some who never do, and a large amount who can go either way.  Students were asked how late they stay out, and 94% said they are out after 10pm.  The latest events on campus now go to about 1, and people still say they would be out later

Fay: This survey has had 1009 respondents, or about a third of the school

Fox: they were also asked if there was something going on, would they actually go? There is a large chunk that said they would.  So, why do we need a branch? We have SAC to specialize in large events for students, PAC for those interested in politics and MEC for those students interested in music and concerts.  The answer is that this branch would be specialized.  This is a commitment to late night planning for students

Peterson: we feel programming is stuck. Clearly this is a need on campus

Fay: Even for prospective students looking at St. Olaf this is an important issue; on the college prowler website, St. Olaf gets a D+

Fox: so, as we were trying to figure out how to fashion this new branch, we came up with several options.  Option 1 is having an Ole Traditions branch that would include Homecoming, Pres Ball, Week One and Senior Week, that would break out of SAC; however, we felt that having only 4 events for the entire year was not a good idea.  

Peterson: Moreover, these 4 events are at the beginning and the end of the year, there is nothing in the middle

Fay: Option 3 was a Programming Branch encompassing Special Events and Lat Night Programming, and everything would stay in SAC

Fox: Special events are things like comedians

Fay: these things happen about once a month and are usually from 7-10.  We decided against this one because it would drain programming power out of SAC.  The special events, which bring stuff in to campus for students, would be removed from SAC, but it really does belong there. Option 3 was the After Dark Committee.  It leaves SAC in tact.  Honestly, we feel SAC really does a great job of planning; however, we feel this new branch shows a commitment to late night programming.  Hopefully they will be planning events about 3 times a month.  Except for Pause dances and MEC concerts, there is nothing on campus that really goes particularly late.  If we had something even once a month, it’s not a huge impact.  This is different in character from other branches.  We’re looking at creative programming that we don’t see happening.  We want to give creative programmers a place on SGA

Peterson: we want unique programs in various venues.  Things in Tostrud or outdoors, things run by students or student orgs

Fox: we want to see a different type of person involved in SGA. We all know there are parties that happen in the house off campus.  No matter what kind of party is happening, this takes planning.  The parties that happen on the weekends are organized by someone; those people that plan the underground activates are the people we want to bring other in.

Fay: we’re also looking for a new kind of marketing.  We want these to be the kind of events that will sell themselves, things that people will want to come to.  It takes the issue of students going to the under ground parties, and gives them a place on SGA, safe, every weekend.  This will provides a diverse, interactive entertainment.  This is for night owls, or night Oles or what ever.  We are aiming at a different constituency.  

Peterson: this would create really good attention focused on SGA, and the new fun events that SGA would be putting on

Fox: So, in conclusion, opps we didn’t fix the last slide…this branch will be a long-term thing, and we’ll have fun until the apocalypse 

Fay: This will create the freedom to do what they want.  As a creative person, I think this should be highly valued. They don’t want to be.  It will take roughly 15 people to do this effectively and ensure the ability to grow.  With one event every weekend, that’s a lot, sure. But more people will allow the freedom to do this without constraints.  This is a commitment to this mission and we are saying this is a priority.  Looking at other schools, they have separate branches from the SGA that deal effectively and have a safe nightlife.  

Sheforgen: just so you know, we are required to change the constitution, to create a voting position.  That can be voted on tonight, and then it will need to be approved by the student body.  This will happen later, but to include a position in elections on March 8th and 10th, the bylaws would need to be changed by the Feb. 8th meeting. 

Kneser: one, I want to thank those involved in the formulation of this.  I want to point out that this isn’t a question of something we do or do not want.  The student body wants this, they are interested. There are lots of ideas on how to do this.  After 22 years, I personally have witnessed the important things that SGA has done: growth of VN, the creation of CUBE and Student Congregation, and so much more.  Students are deciding to do this, and this will be up there with them.  I’m trying to understand you, and I know I can’t completely, but I do recognize this, and I think about it. So you go to a basketball game? That’s over at 8:30, but you’re still up until 2:30.  You want something to do. The idea is to give you an interactive opportunity.  I applaud you all for doing this; this is really something that I can get behind.  And I do know that you can’t do this in a vacuum. I’ll help to influence others, people in recreational facilities, PSafe, whoever.  I’ll do everything I can for resources in order to go forward.  Don’t get bogged down in the details.  Just pull it off.  Seriously, this is a really a cool thing

Spitzfaden: I’ve been in on a lot of conversations to create this.  We seriously talked about the possibility of this being a subcommittee of SAC.  But in creating a new branch, you could have more than the usual 4-person committee.  You need a lot of people to pull off these events.  A subcommittee would be less people power.  Within an existing branch, there is a greater chance of being stuck in a rut.  A new branch has the freedom and is more likely to be creative.  This branch wanted to see more interactive things.  They talked about combatting alcohol, but that is not the only thing this branch is trying to do.  They are filling the need on campus

Chang: first, thanks for addressing this issue; I’ve been upset over the years about the 1am thing—there is nothing to do.  To see the concentrated effort is nice.  I was on the fence about the branch, but I do think there needs to be more done before the creation of a branch.  There is more effort, energy and a better solution that can go into it.  I think we should seriously reexamine Option 1 with Ole Traditions.  I agree that 4 things are too few for a branch, but currently SAA has 4 major events that they pull off every year, so I think that conflict is void.  I think a better proposal would be to include Ole Traditions with SAA

Bishop: my biggest concern is the budget issue.  We can’t count on getting funding this year.  Coming from what money we have could seriously impact the amount of money the other branch get

Peterson: I feel this is a key part of getting our funding. This was suggested by BORSC, so I feel they would see this as an incentive

Fay: it is important to recognized that, yes, we want a significantly large budget, but it’s a big priority.  We are looking at events that require people power and things like keeping Tostroud open longer, but a lot really aren’t too expensive.  

Bishop: would we have to chg bylaws to say how they work?

Sheforgen: yes, but first it needs to be in the constitution.  First we need the students to vote on it.  Don’t worry, we’ll keep voting open longer.  

Bishop: will this allow for enough time for debates?

Sheforgen: Reflecting on when MEC was created, this is the exact time frame.  They didn’t bring the bylaws forward until January, and they didn’t come forward with a constitutional change at all.  It’s a similar time line

Fox: as far as the 1 am problem, I feel that a lot of those issues deal with venues.  We are limited, but the Burrow could be an answer and the Pause too if we need to.  Realistically it wouldn’t be that hard

Chang: The Burrow is limited to quite hours

Zander: since you mentioned other colleges, could you list some examples; my second question is because you suggested that this could help limit drinking, how would this be different than events where people pregame before? Let’s be honest, it happens

Peterson: we have done a lot of research on what other schools do, and we have a Google doc full of events:  Roller derby, bingo for groceries, etc

Fay: part of the reason we’re looking at a 15-person team is so they can be trained to deal with these problems that could arise. We really don’t want others to have to deal with this.  The coordinator needs to be responsible and we don’t want it to fall to just anyone

Tohlen: I was wondering if the events would be on campus. 

Fay: Currently, SAC has something with Off Campus events, so we would have to be in contact with SAC.  If it is agreed upon they could, but it’s not necessary that they do this. 

Kneser: About dealing with alcohol.  Don’t look at these any differently.  If we create a culture around this by saying, if you show up drunk, we won’t let you in, this shouldn’t be a problem; the problem is that we’ve been tolerant over the years.  People want to be at the events more than they want to be drunk.  This is a discussion for all events, and I don’t think this will be any different. Once you enforce it, it becomes a non-issue

Meyer: I’m opposed to the creation of a new branch. One, I feel that we are discussing that this needs to be done, yes, I understand that.  What we are discussing is creating a branch that will do something that many of the branches can already do.  I agree that change needs to happen.  We can look at SAC, that’s where we should change this.  This is an issue, but branch is not they way.  They are pretty much doing very similar things at different times.

Aronstein: I agree with a previous senator. This is addressing the issue that SAC has not done Late Night Planning in the past.  Part of this is that they don’t want to tamper with SAC.  This is not a good excuse.  Look at the first option.  Late Night Planning can definitely be seen in relation to our other things are directly related to each other.  Also, we shouldn’t be worried about alcohol.  It’s it better to be here, around sober people than with drunks? Because the student body needs to vote, they’ll see Late Night Planning as is on the proposal, but they won’t see where else it could be. I think we should have a trial period under SAC

Peterson: However, these are extremely different activities.  It is necessary for greater people power, a budget solely for Late Night Planning, and no constraints to convention.  In a similar manner, MEC grew to fill a need.  They grew out of a break from Pause. We want this to be interesting, unique, and we want it to flourish unrestrained

Fox: I support a previous senator; these would be very different than other branches’ activities.  For those events, there is a thing that everyone is looking at, a speaker or a band at a concert, etc.  This would be something like dodge ball. I also want to stress the importance of an overlap. I don’t see this as stepping on each other’s toes; I see it as SGA covering each other’s back.  Filling in the cracks.  This would be a mobile, talented force of creative people to fill the gaps

DeFrance: Looking at the survey, there have been up to 1200 students responding; that’s over a third of the student body, that’s huge.  I’m in support of Late Night Programming.  3-4 events a month would meet student demand and that’s a lot.  PAC does 2 maybe a month.  SAC and MEC are closer to this amount.  Imagine if MEC was under SAC, that would need a lot more would go into that, including potentially 4 PR officers; we would be meeting student demands a new branch

Fay: yes, we’re all in favor of Late Night Programming.  This committee has been looking at all of this: survey, feedback, other schools.  As far as the Ole Tradition option, the truth is that it doesn’t solve the problem.  That would be putting the amount of people and the number of events that could constitute a branch into a subcommittee; so many problems could arise.  When MEC was created, the concerts were poorly attended, but it was one person under the Pause.  These could be done by SAC, but we know of spreading a branch too thin.  That’s why a new branch would effectively solve the problem. I’m going to be here next year.  It’ll go as smoothly as possible

Mork: I support new branch.  There are a lot of branch doing programming, I think a new branch to address this niche is vital; not working it in to another branch, demonstrates a commitment. This would be hitting it head on rather than trying it out first.  There are problems that could arise, but they can be worked out with good communications.  All the branches have a specific allotment; I could see a new branch taking away.  But I also think this could bring a new group of people in to SGA. 

Rakke: I want to speak in opposition of this branch.  It’s a wonderful idea to have more, but it’s just too unknown.  Changing into a new branch is a huge things.  The success is a concern.  Take it slower

Finks: I’m pro Late Night Programming, but against the subcommittee.  I’m more in favor of going ahead.  If you don’t jump in, you might get not great events.  What are the limitations on subcommittees as far as per person or allocation of funds?  Why not have 15 people?

Spitzfaden: I think for money, yes, the SAC budget has line items for certain things, but they can also easily move money around; it is much harder to move between branches.  For the people, SAC is already pretty big, with 20-25 people; generally they are 4-5, would you want to create a larger committee Tyler?

Aronstein: there is no technical limit, but its great to help out once the event is done.  It adds another 2-8 people

Sheforgen: concerts didn’t work very well under the Pause. It’s difficult to say that it might not work.  The Pause and MEC were split because of this

Vatter: It was because we were killing people.  The Pause coordinator was one person doing all of this for pretty much the entire year apart from fall concert.  You will not see any of them back here ever.  I think for the Homecoming dance, Tyler was the only person there.  I would equivocate these issues.

Aronstein: We did have one host, I was just an EMT

Vatter: So one person, not the chair.  In terms of not killing people, there is room at the table to get people involved.  Does it scare me in terms of us being here at 2am? A little, but it goes on.  St. Olaf is on the back end of the train

Aronstein: We have enough resources. We need to look at SAC and make sure we are addressing their concerns.  Look at how these events relates to SAC.  How are our funds transferred if we overspent? This isn’t a problem at the beginning of the year, we set this out, and we stick to this.  With a surplus we do move it around a little, but in my experience, we never remove them.  The creation of a new committee would create new committees.  No limit on people.  Are we constrained to convention? No, that’s just not true.  It’s simply that our goals are different. 

Meyer: I feel as though we are looking at this data, but I’m worried that asking people if they would attend a program does not mean they will.  It’s far easier to click a box than to appear.  I move to table this

Second

Division—aye 8, nay16

Fail

Cunningham: I have another issue I feel is important; if you create this branch, will you have one small section of St. Olaf deciding what events occur or will you be getting student input?

Peterson: that’s what we want, more student input so these events can be diverse, well attended

Fay: one thing we asked was what kind of events people would attend. There were a lot of things people said they would enjoy; we have a good way of channeling student input. 

Gueringer: We also feel this holds this branch accountable.  Redo SAC, and this doesn’t ensure that late night programming will happen. By creating a branch, with one coordinator, this makes that Senator directly accountable to us.  Also, this branch can be more reasonably sizable, like the size of PAC, ensuring people power and brainpower. In addition to thinking about what kinds of events, we are hoping this branch will address when events are held—more over breaks, holiday events—as well as the type of events—things like outdoor competitive events, spontaneous events. 

Grasso: what if we had a trial period for a subcommittee on SAC?  See how burnt out the people get, how effective planning is, etc.  I don’t see this happening until next year anyway.  I feel we are underestimating the innovation of individuals.  The things we’ve tried this year can attest to the power of individuals.  A dodge ball tournament? Anyone here could do this

Fay: it’s not possible to create a new branch second semester

Spitzfaden: they wouldn’t be elected with all other coordinators, so then they would have a shortened time 

Grasso: I understand cost of doing that, but the benefit of having an actual experiential period is greater

Mork: I’m not sure of how this could be changed, but going back to other things. Here were some of my favorite ideas people suggested, having a new branch could bring out unique thought from those not included:  Game show, jazz, folk singing, date dash, places in town, art night in a studio, etc. These are creative ideas, and something a branch could look at.  

Sheforgen: how do we listen to students?  We can do a great job listening, but if we don’t have a good place to do this, we’re not effective.  This can show students that we are trying to fulfill their needs. People will really know about it.  

McKinney: how did the first yr of MEC go?

Fay: before MEC, we did have concerts; we do have late night things, remember that the first year of MEC was rough.  Things didn’t go perfectly.  This was after a ‘trial’ period under the Pause.  What Chang has done for MEC is amazing.  The thing to remember is the long term benefits.  There is no reason to have a transition period.  A rocky start isn’t a bad thing

Fox: are things better under MEC than under the Pause? Absolutely.  I don’t know how stressful my life would be if I had more to deal with.  This is creating a team of people devoted to one thing.  Late night programming

Grasso: Move to PQ


Second


Vote


Division—aye, 18; nay 9


Passes

VII. Reports and Announcements 

Admin: we’re presenting the budget to PDA tomorrow; Provost committee is moving forward, solidifying job description 

Curriculum: we’re moving forward; we had a CATE task force meeting today that was worthwhile, one co-chair found someone willing to work on temporary Google Doc up for registration next semester.  Looking at a computer program to make this better

HillKitt: We found a couch from the Ytterboe lounge

Pause: Santa Pause Dance on Saturday

Ytterboe: all new furniture, smells nice

IHC: pictures with Santa 5:30-7 in Crossroads

PAC: WE had our last dinner debate last night

Rand: Holiday party, 9

SOC: We funded Burrow 2995; ISO 2000 and we recognized Defenders of Writeousness

Kneser: winter walk on Thursday, most fun night of the year in Northfield. 

Thompson: seriously, it’s awesome

Fay: candle lit streets

DeFrance: working on this ADC stuff

Wagnild: same, 

Sheforgen: I’m getting the one on ones sign up sent out.  I want those gone over interim to sign up early

DeFrance: for the info collection, get your stuff in

Sheforgen: For ADC, I’ll have the team to advertise starting tomorrow; ballot in Jan, open for longer. Taking role again 

VIII. Hill Hype

Sheforgen: Buntrock is said, BunTRock not Bunt-rock

Fay: thanks for everyone to listening to this today; it’s been a lot of work, and this is really exciting. Be excited!

Gueringer: acoustic night tonight, 9; first real event in the Burrow

IX. Good Times…

Peterson: Dates. Pictures. Do it

Fay: Penalties if you don’t go

Peterson: no pie or shakes or good times.

X. Senator of the Week

McKinney: To Senator Fay for heading the effort into the ADC

XI. Adjournment

Move to adjourn

Second

Adjourned

Post-Meeting Business

I. Sub-Committee Meeting
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