Senate 

10/4/11

6:4

Attendance: All present

Wagnild: Let’s get started. 

Jon is presenting the proposals.

Laven: The communication team is appointed every year by the president and vice president. They are not elected positions and thus must be confirmed. Josh Jackson as webmaster, watt, Johnson (positions). 

Wagnild: Please step outside so we can conduct business.

You may ask express concerns.

Speakers list:

Haines: They have been here for four weeks and have been super great!

Rakke: Move to PQ

Anderson: Second

Pass

Com team vote:

Pass

Wagnild: Next we will vote on the position of Noah Anderson. Noah, please step out.

Laven: We are now voting on the confirmation of our financial officer, Noah Anderson. Noah was good applicant. Has been serving position for a few weeks

Wags: speakers list open

Alveshere: Yield to questions.

Wags: Yes

A: What is your favorite quality in Noah?

L: He always has something to say.

Watt: PQ

Second

Pass

Vote

Pass

Executive Assistant proposal

Vote

Pass

Wagnild: Parliamentarian proposal

Every year we elect a parliamentarian, someone who is informed on Roberts Rules. I have decided to appoint Matt Alveshere.

Laven: speakers list:  (no one)

Watt: Move to PQ

Second

Pass

Vote to appoint Alveshere.

Pass

W: Next. We will hear from Noah Anderson on the budget. The meeting for the budget is on Friday. We can’t make changes today as the budget is one of the issues that must be tabled, but we will still listen to the presentation.

Laven: We will table the budget for this meeting, vote on it next Tuesday.

Anderson: Surpluses are below the cap fee, there is revenue left over from last year. Pause made a lot of money! They were given an extra $30,000 for capital improvements. $5000 is being added to the security fund. The security fund has been changed from exclusively Lutefest security to a more general fund. We have been hiring more in recent years. Percentages (admin percentages have gone up—moved up to 13.6%. Laven and I spoke to the administration about absorbing admin co-curric fair expenses. Other expenses got bumped down just a little bit. 

Laven: This is still an estimated number based on per student ratios. Per student SGA is allotted  5,035 dollars which is then divided up into the 10 different branches. Money is taken out up front for ksto, Quarry, Manitou Mess, collegiate leadership program on campus, movie bus, love bus, a part of the budget. Open for questions:

Wagnild: Speakers list is now open.

Haines: Would the author yield for a question?

Anderson: Yes

Haines: For the security portion, is the item under pre-budget security 6, 711 dollars including the surplus?

Anderson: Yes. Usually .3% of total budget is taken for Luetfest security, but with the added need for pause events, used that for total security costs. There will be a proposal next week for a change in the by-laws. 1% of budget following fiscal years dedicated to security.

Move to table

Riley: second

Motion passes

Wagnild: Reports and announcements. Laven, start?

Laven: We've been busy with elections from last week, a good start to the year, busy, but many successes. Klara and I are working on talking with new the new provost about the president’s strategic plan for academics. Study abroad, research programs, conversations with faculty. That is all that is on my mind now

Alveshere: Faculty Governance Committee, amendments to faculty manual, a document that contract between faculty and the board of regents. We are also talking about non-tenure track faculty members. Some are tenured track, some only visiting professors. Occasionally some non-tenured profs end up staying for a while. Should there be a different classification for profs here over six years. Benefits? Sabbatical? Grant funds? Issue that came up last year, are continuing on this year. Students are interested in that. 

Bishop: Two things: Specialties have started up on Saturday- pumpkin pie shake. Return of bacon ranch pizza. Secondly, Pause loves you lots PIZZA! 

Passing pizza!

Anderson: Working on budget things under the supervision of Laven. Finished credit card reconciliations. This involves matching charges with receipts, making sure people are buying what they should be buying for their organizations. Sunday , Oct 9th, 7:00 in the source (BR 110), financial training. Some of you maybe aren’t or don’t need to be, but regardless should go. Good info about credit card policy at St. Olaf.  It is something your constitutients may be asking you about. Even if you don’t have a cc for your org, come, Sunday at seven. Around 30 minutes. 

Riley: Politics of Aging event coming up on Thursday. Professors are speaking, events are at five. Save that for you, Eliza, to describe more fully. Fall speakers are coming up soon!. Also setting up a new organization called Political Dialogue Leadership Org. There are many random political events going on that don’t have much access to pr, so we want tot get together all heads of political clubs, coordinate with them. NORML- has a debate coming up, Israel/Palestine, CEL coordination. Have CEL people come to events, internship to tie into topic. 

Muhs: Larson passes

Pierce: IHC had first meeting on Sunday night. Training for all hall council representatives. Will see all senators here.

Lipo Zovic: rand passes

Braun: Bi-dormal formal in Ytterboe!

Cunningham: Multicultural orgs are meeting regularly. Harumbee is meeting as well. Another large meeting will be on oct 20th.

Cabellero-Saucedo: Latino heritage month is almost done. Oct 8th there will be a Latin dance at pause, 10-1, instruction from 9-10.

McDermott: To follow up on senator Riley: The TreeHaus, run by Gen2Gen (an umbrella org for other groups on campus that are working with retirement coms) is having an awareness week and has decorated the hallway near Boe Chapel. Please come to event we co-sponsor with PAC. Politics of aging. 5, black ballroom. 

McKinney: Pass

Mussatto: Pass

Schwirtz: Pass

Wilkenson- record number of course proposals coming in. will be passed tomorrow. Next week reps coming to talk about final exam policy. Talking about how improved.

Kneaser: Any discussion about f. exam policy about the honor code?

Wilkenson: I am not sure as I am not a part of that specific issues.

Kneaser: There has been some discussion about getting the honor council and the curric committee to talk about problems inherent in final exams, can’t be worked on for months.

Stumo-Langer: excited about- 300 viewing party. Also thinking to cook some food together!

Obermann: meeting tomorrow. Looking at what to focus on this year, more info for sis, potential changes to syllabus. I’m looking for sophomore and senior students to serve on the committee with me. They don’t have to be senators necessarily. If you know of interested parties please have them contact me.

O’Niell: Passes

Xia: Friendship family event last weekend- intl. students with local families. Help intl. students learn about Northfield. Might have some trouble this year because too few families are available. Give out winter clothes for intl. students- talking to intl. advisor

Gui: Recognized seven new orgs, fulfilled 4 fund requests:

Equest was given $650, another $470, Scared Scriptless $730, St. Paul Outreach $800

Kihs: Carleton meetings on Mondays. Any points of concern, let me know

Rakke: environment: Deciding what we will focus on. We distributed light bulbs, and faculty meetings are starting. On Oct 16, 6-9, Greenworks coming in, doing a workshop, community organizing with Greencorp

Freeman: passes

Kaszuba: BORSC-group of students from all class years that give reports three times per year about various issues on campus. The Regents will be here this coming Thursday/Friday. Report on mental health and alcohol use of students. Tell about it next week

Dittmann: Homecoming is done, Ole Night Out is coming up on Nov 13th. Look for that on oleville.

Goetsch: Mayo migraine study went well- they got over 200 gift certificates for us. Working on room improvements. Weekend deliveries start this weekend. Delivery went really well- orgs make around 100 dollars. Fundraising opportunity for organizations. 

Bishop: Soft serve machine is missing- getting cleaned, repairs. Who knows when it will come back but it will come back. If you go to the pause and get food, keep in mind lots of new employees, slow service, thanks for patience.

Haines: SAC finished with hc. Now welcoming new memebers- 5. Have a break until after fall break when we will have 3 events in a two-week time period. Also working on brainstorming: one of the acts we contracted for Nov. was asked to do something else, we can’t have them.

Skaggs: Prepping for fall concert, this Friday, GirlTlak, only concert Olaf has ever sold out to just students- 820 tickets. Starting a round of dorm acoustic shows during community time, open mikes.

Liebenson: VN- recognized the TreeHaus (Gen2Gen). Heart Chase is coming up for the American Heart Association. Registration is still up. We are working on our Halloween party on oct 28.

Pelicci: passes

Wattenberg: advising as a part of teaching, service of faculty. How to assess advising- difference between first years and seniors. Assigning advisors- random. Any comments-

Bishop: I am a double major. Now I am focusing on math as I move towards grad school, but my advisor is in art dept. For people who have split majors- two advisors?

Wattenberg: The profs talked about lots of unofficial advising,. This fits into advising as a teaching realm. Not possible to have two official advisors.

Adams: preparing for annual haunted house. Pie-Friday. Fall themed event. Raise money for renovations and different details with in the res hall, ms research.

Com team (Johnson): Were working on getting everyone elected. Now working on getting another adc coordinator. Josh is working on mobile app for oleville

Jackson: Mobile app coming up- soc has new org-finder app up on oleville, new tag tool. Now regular search.

Watt: sorry about binders. Covers are being printed now. Should have them next week.

Wagnild: Position for a floater?

Jackson: Yes. I need an assistant- We have a place for an open floater in com team, and are looking specifically for a web person. Have any friends with web experience, I would like help.

Wagnild: App going up on line soon. Jon and I are getting ready to speak with all hall senators at hall training. Already have presenters at upcoming Senate meetings: Pete Sandberg (facilities), then next Captain Pam from safe ride plus Eden Em (?). Also as senator Wilkinson said- final exam committee coming on first of Nov. It should be a great discussion. Thanks for a great Friday last week. Sorry for those who couldn’t be there. We are still missing one senator- need an adc person now.

Laven: The ADC coordinator stepped away. It was an elected position in the spring along with other org. coordinator positions. App on oleville now until Friday. If you know anyone, encourage them to run. Interviews will be over the weekend. Board of regents meets three times per year, huge week for Megan. 

Vatter: Busy weeks. Newest information from the office is that the Student Activities coordinator moved into the office. 

Haines: Love sacs back?

Goetsch: No

Vatter: New assistant director Geoff Swanson. Emily Virtue moved to the Wellness Center. 

Dean K: Co-curric transcript. Talking with Josh about this. Non-academic transcript for what you do at St. Olaf. What this looks like, what will be included, not yet determined. Buy software to collect info, give you opportunity to use this as you enter the world. We do a good job telling about academics, not so much about the skills (leadership) that you acquire. Sports, choir, etc. how experiences relate to education. College wants to create this co-curric transcript. Main players- dean of students, Student Activities leadership area, CEL, senators. Been working on this for a long time, now have the institution’s support.

Anderson: Will this be done in time for this year’s seniors?

DK: I want it to be. If we can purchase a system off the shelf and determine what should be included. Some are very difficult to determine, others simpler. Maybe by middle of second semester have it up and running for seniors. Ambitions. Thus I want to get going.

Wagnild: Now have hill hype section- mention things on campus not directly related to position. Does anyone have hill hype

McKinney- at Gustavus- brain of being human, noble conference, some things will be streamed live to sto. Send email for more info.

Riley: Rob and Connor, Will Riley, Corey Zenka, got Oles for Responsibility approved. New org. started due to social ordinance- how to deal with the legal realities. It is difficult to keep friends from coming to house intoxicated, everyone must take responsibility, keep people out of jail. Have a pause dance- just don’t go to hospital. Fist event, maybe oct 26th. Attorney will discuss the rules of the ordinance, how to stay out of trouble. Free signs, “no underage drinking” etc to hang in houses. Other events being planned with wellness center. If anyone wants to be a part of this org, non judgmental, would love to take email.

Skaggs: Manitou mess in midst or organizing first reunion for former editors. People flying in from all over the world to speak on a  panel.

Watt: Move to adjourn

Second

Vote

Pass
