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Student Government Association
St. Olaf College




Senate Agenda
6:30 PM – 10 January 2012
David E. Johnson Boardroom

Pre- Meeting Business

Robert’s Rules: Helpful Tips and Tricks 

Meeting

I. Call to Order

II. Roll Call

III. Approval of Minutes
IV. Special Orders

A. Week One Presentation and Discussion with Kris Vatter

B. Presentation of the SGA Budget- Noah Anderson & Jon Laven

V. Reports and Announcements 
VI. Hill Hype

VII. Good Times…

VIII. Senator of the Week 
IX. Adjournment

Post-Meeting Business

Sub-Committee Meeting- Optional only at the discretion of the Subcommittee and Senate Chair. 

Attendance

Minutes pass

Kris Vatter

I am here to represent the Week 1 committee. We want to know the one thing you remember from Week 1- good or bad-, the one thing you WISH you would have known, and the one thing you wish you would have done. We want to know if we are approaching Week 1 from the right direction. We gave evaluations to students and have feedback, but as leaders we wish to hear your opinions about week one. At the end of this fifteen minutes, if you have a great idea, send it to me! vatter@stolaf.edu  Week one team is up and running- There are many theories going around about what first years need in the first weeks of their college experience- what do you think? This is an important question to us.

Adams: As a first year myself, I recently went through all of this. Everyone will have different perspectives, but I think the social activities were awesome. The Awkward Dance was awkward, but a lot of the activities they had were well done, including Playfair. These activities created cohesiveness within the freshmen class. One thing that should be worked on is registration- I talked with my advisor, but I think that more emphasis should be put on the JCs. I had a schedule that had too many conflicts in it and it ended up being a bad experience. 

Vatter: Even with the peer advisors who were helping you register and your advisor, you still had issues?

Adams: Yes- my advisor wasn’t in my field. But I think the jcs would be a huge help.

Caballero: Making the co-curric fair a more organized experience so new students can have some idea how to navigate the fair to find the groups they might be interested in.
O’Neill: Advisor picnic- It should have been a nice experience, but most of the time was spent being confused as to why my advisor wasn’t in my academic area, why she disappeared, etc. It could be different- I don’t know how, but it could be improved. I heard this from others as well.

Stumo-Langer: Sessions- They were a great way to convey important information, but you really get “sessioned-out”. There was some important information that would have been useful to receive but I was too tired to absorb any more after a certain point.

Vatter: We are trying to stretch out the sessions into the first hundred days. 

Kneser: We try to get away from the inoculation theory- there is no way to inoculate you from every potential obstacle you will experience in college in the first three days. In addition, we are trying to figure out what you need in those first six weeks. Those first six weeks sets the tone for the rest of your four years. We want the first six weeks to be a good experience- we are trying to avoid cramping too much into that time. 

Vatter: But it is also the only time we have a really captive audience that will listen to some of this information.

Kneser: Tough balancing act.

Stumo-Langer: I took a lot of time looking at classes and thus registration wasn’t too difficult for me, but I don’t know if other students did. Maybe meeting with peer advisors at a time other than in the midst of registration would be great. 

Kaszuba: Playfair was the most vivid memory of freshmen year. I wish I had gone to the library orientation. Activities such as the Traditions program, dorm cheers should be kept- they really make it “this” college, not just any college. Glad I went to the peer advisor sessions. Having the CEL be a part of the first six weeks is too soon. 

Kihs: Registration issue is huge- there is so much going on during that time. Students are thrown into situations where they must take in so many different sessions. They already feel the pressure to set the tone for the next three/four months, the next four years. Trying to figure out student work was also very stressful. With a little more communication, it might be possible to better avoid uncomfortable situations such as jobs students hate and classes they don’t want to take. 
Obermann: The extra-curricular fair should be moved back a few weeks- Students don’t realize what the college schedule is really like, and they don’t know what they have time for.
Musatto: In the first week of college, it gets really overwhelming to see so many orgs at one time. If there were another, easier way to give students information about the clubs before the fair it would help students make an informed decision about what they would like to pursue at the co-curric fair.

Riley: Week one as a transfer student was an awkward experience- Playfair was something I decided I didn’t want to stay for the entire thing for because it was a “freshman” thing. I also wish I would have been more social with the freshmen and made more friends with them. The transfer counselors were really great- The best things we did were going down to Jesse James days and just casually spending time together, worst were get-to-know-you games. It felt too “campy”. Hanging out in dorms was great. Regarding talking about the alcohol policy with new students,  I would only have student leaders talk about it. It was way more effective when I heard older students talk about alcohol, not so much when it was an “adult”. I do not think we should move the co-curric fair back.

Cunningham: Being on the 2014 class facebook page was so helpful to navigate things such as clubs, registration, etc. Facebook can be utilized more in terms of registration for freshmen. There is already a 2016 page up- freshmen are asking questions and getting help from students who can advise who to take classes from etc.

Kneser: Who was responding to the Facebook questions?  

Kaszuba: I was.

Cunningham: Many of them were JCs or past JCs. 

Vatter: Did they introduce themselves?

Cunningham: Yes, they would also show how they were connected to the question (I am a bio major.. do this…).

Kneser: How do we get more “traffic”.

McDermott: Will the speaker yield to a question? Has there ever been an off-campus component to week one? My friend goes to Bates and they have an on-campus component where they learn SOS things, but they can also sign up for small off-campus opportunities (camping, sailing etc). I like it because it’s a great way to get to know people outside of the freshmen dorm/different majors, etc. 

Vatter: A way to get to know the rest of the college. Sometimes this is the only time we have a captive audience is opening ceremony and graduation. 

Kneser: It has been done on a small scale at various times- we used to let transfer students go to the boundary waters. It is not impossible to do this, but it is difficult to take the entire class. 

Vatter: There is a school that does a bike tour of town. This could be an alternative to this as well.

Wilkerson: Speaking as an international counselor, we talked about the disconnect between Week 0 and Week 1 for intl. students. Week 0 is just intl. students, but then suddenly there are 800 students on campus.

Ty: Registration was the biggest obstacle for me as a freshman. There should be more communication via Facebook or peer advisors. It was difficult for me to understand the g.e. system/how they related to my major/if classes would help me later on once I got deep into my major. Faculty members told me to take certain classes because they were open, but I think there is a way to communicate better about registration even before students get here. Many students don’t know what they want to do after they get to college, classes can help them. Signing up for classes first semester can mess you up for later in your college career.

Vatter: The binder. We are looking to consolidate the binder. Paper? Online? Show of hands- glad I got the binder in the mail (majority). Didn’t need a binder (five-ish people).

Kneser- Please share more feedback with Kris if you have other ideas/opinions. Oftentimes we get information from one person, but it’s great to get so many perspectives.

Presentation of the Budget:

Anderson: We are at the half-way point in the year and we want to look at all of our expenditures. We are not that far away from having to plan out next year’s budget, so it will be helpful to see what works well, what needs more funding, etc.

Prezi Presentation (linked on oleville.com)

Kihs: Point of information:  Buffer fund/security: has all $3,024 been spent on security for pause dances?

Laven:  Yes,  but also for Bongo-ball, fall concert.

Obermann: Point of Information: Discrepancy between graph and numbers for the ADC pie chart. 

Anderson: They have spent $8,606, $9,541 remains.

Laven: Where should excess money go to? Where should the extra $18,000 go in future years?

Anderson: The $18,000 increase primarily went to fund ADC last.

Adams: Point of Information. Senator Anderson, what does the Collegiate Readership take care of?

Anderson: USA Today, NY Times, and the Star Tribune.

Adams: Mess is separate?

Laven: Yes. If we feel the number of papers distributed is inadequate we can increase that.

Anderson: Has anyone noticed a decrease in the papers available to you?

McDermott: I’ve seen Northfield locals taking papers.

Wagnild: Has anyone noticed an increased use of the recycling boxes? 

Pierce: People use the “leave-the-paper-on-the-table” system.

Kaszuba: Is there any way we could have different boxes so you wouldn’t have to dig for the paper you want?

Riley: 9000 dollars left in the collegiate readership program- that’s a lot of money. We could use it to buy a NY Times online subscription. Also, the Wall Street Journal would balance out politically the editorials. 

Adams: Online would be a good option for many people. I didn’t know there was a paper available until four months into the year. Maybe marketing this to freshmen would be helpful as well. St. Olaf is kind of removed and staying in contact with the outside world is important.

Ty: Since last year the increase went to ADC, will it this year?

Anderson: It depends on where the need is. It is difficult to tell if they could use the money differently, spend more, etc, especially as it is their first year. It is up to all of you here to decide where the money goes.

O’Neill: Why don’t we provide The Onion?

Cunningham: Is there a way to get subscriptions for e-readers, i-pads, etc?

Riley: POI- it’s the same as online subscription.

Obermann: A subscription to National Geographic would make my day.

Reports and announcements:

Laven: Thinking about budget, board of student media, and thinking about Lutefest.

Alveshere: Pass

Rakke: Two weeks from now, Jan 21 at seven pm at the co-op there is the premier of a program that features the Northfield co-op. All through February we are bringing in a lecture series. We are planning a campus energy challenge for February- maybe an inter-dorm plan. The Greenhouse has daily green tips on their Facebook page. Still planning an event from January.

Xia: Planning lunar New Year, which will be the second week of next semester. We are also are planning international night. 

Jackson: Updating all of the branch pages. Hoping to give personalized designs for each page- changed things up on oleville last semester, hoping to continue that.

McDermott: Changing up the honor houses a bit. 

Anderson: The Prezi will be mailed out to the interim senate/senate alias. It will be put on oleville as well. This Sunday at 7 pm in Buntrock 110 there will be financial training.

Wilkerson: We are discussing lutefest, drinking issues etc.

Liebenson: This Saturday is the Miss America pageant- Natalie Davis is competing as Miss Minnesota. VN is hosting this as an event in the Pause. If you like cold water- February 25th we will be funding transportation for a polar plunge. 

Kaszuba: BORSC is having technical difficulties, but if that is not fixed in the next 24 hours that will be our project. Next board meeting is in February and we are working on a film to show the board.
Freeman: pass

Skaggs: Open mic night on Wednesdays, music mayhem on the 21st. We are talking about working with admissions, running an alum fest- getting alum bands to come down from the cities and play at accepted student day. Try-outs for lutefest.

Muhs: pass

Stumo-Langer- pass

O’Neill: Pass

Caballero-Saucedo: Gospel choir, Showing the film “Crash”.

Dittmann: Holding an event to advertise for events coming up in the spring.

Obermann: We are getting more info on the SIS. 

Mussatto: pass

Ehm: Grocery-bag bingo, only spent one forth of our budget. Interim dance on the 20th- a new dj has been practicing with the new equipment. We have a lot of money left so I was thinking of doing some type of trivia game in which students could win concert tickets. 

Gui: Working with the Mormon Oles, also working in archives.

Hanes: Second City- 8 pm in the Pause. A big improv group in the Pause. January 19th we are having – off campus. Lion king tickets for sale working on singled out.

Braun: pass

Lipo-Zovic: Pass

Bishop: Chicken tomato pesto pizza is the special. Shake is the c-4 shake. Brownie, chocolate and more chocolate. Yum. Large tv in the den broke, getting fixed soon. Working on painting the green room, getting it spruced up. Getting new lights in the Mane stage. We have had a lot of staff changes- people going abroad. We have some new faces around. We have lost our financial officer. If you know anyone who would be interested in helping out, send an email to me or apply on oleville. 

Adams: Two events: Due to lack of snow, need to change winter event. Thinking of starting a program called “Pie Fridays”- pie from 5-7 in the lounge. Hopefully get people to come and talk with  res life.

Wattenburg- Pass

Pellicci: Winter permit things.

Riley: Design-your-own grassroots campaign lobbying program. If you have a club that has an issue, we will help you design a grassroots design project and you can come up to the capital and practice lobbying with us. January 18th. On the 19th, the GOP debate watch party in the pause- 8 pm. There will be a discussion board next to the screen- will be streamed live. We might do some pause candidate-themed shakes. 

McDermott: Santor-Yum, Straw-Perry, Mint-Romney, Ron Paul Fireball.

Cunningham: pass

Johnson: Business as usual- working on ways to make the weekly email a little more senate-oriented. Put all your events on the master calendar so I know what you are doing. 

Kihs: pass

Kneser: Thank-you for your feedback- it was very helpful. With the permission of the chair we might come back with follow-up questions. 

Vatter: In addition to the pause report- We got a new shipment of odwalla juice. 

Wagnild: In the weekly email, starting on Thursday there will be a link back to Oleville with weekly updates. We will include an abstract of what happened during the senate meeting, interesting points, one paragraph at most. I will be working with the communications team to make a video that will also go on oleville. First semester we were tabling outside the caf and got lots of good questions and feedback from students. We will have a section on oleville to respond to those questions. Next senate (the 24th) we will have a public meeting. 

Hill Hype: 

Anderson: Senator Wagnild’s birthday!

Wagnild: Since it’s my birthday, I brought cupcakes!

C-S: Track meet at St. Thomas on Friday. Next Saturday on the 21st we will have a home meet. 

Bishop: Next Tuesday will be the 2nd annual faculty jazz concert.  8:00 pm.

Riley: Tuesday the 23rd Oles for Responsibility there will be an event about the alcohol policy. 

Good times!

Senator of the Week: 

Senator Xia

Anderson: Move to adjourn

Pass

