Senate 

11/8/11

I. Call to Order

II. Roll Call

III. Approval of Minutes

IV. Special Orders

a. Presentation by Randy Clay

V. Old Business

a. DJ Residency Program

VI. Reports and Announcements

VII. Hill Hype

VIII. Good Times…

IX. Senator of the Week

X. Adjournment

Post-Meeting Business

Sub-Committee Meetings
Randy Clay not present. Moving to Pause budget presentation.

Kris Vatter: Changes to Northfield Transit. Open house tomorrow at city hall. New bus service available called Campus Connections-routes towards Iowa/Chicago area.

2 minute Recess due to technological difficulties.

Recess over

Randy Clay: 

· Policy regarding requirement of student ID for admittance to the dining hall. Students need to bring their ID to the dining hall and if they do not they will not be let in. I take blame for being too sympathetic the past five years I have been here. We are returning to the true policy. There will be moments of exceptions, but these will be rare.

· Change in dining ware from fiesta-ware to current bowls and plates. 

· Trying to improve service to students- not ranked as highly on the Princeton review this year, but Newsweek ranked us number one in the country. 

· Issues of theft from the dining hall: Food, plates, bowls, etc. Very disappointed by this. Taking food from the dining hall for friends or guests to eat in another location is wrong. Bon Appetite is a business and needs to enforce practices that will maintain the efficiency of the business model. 

· Explanation of the meal plans- Current meal plan is regulated by the College, not by Bon Appétit. Bon Ap’s costs come to about $2.53 per plate. The prices that the College has students pay are established by the College. 
· Facebook: Trying to get more support and involvement from students on Facebook. First Facebook promotional idea- having students submitting their favorite family recipes and then voting on which ones would be served in the caf.

Kihs: Last year during breakfast I would bring my backpack to the caf to study. There were always signs saying “no backpacks”, and I understand the rational behind that. But could you shed some light on that?

RC: I wish I could trust everyone, but everyday we see too many instances of people taking soymilk, bagels, etc. it’s disappointing. To me, what all you can eat means is all you can eat while you are in the dining hall- not what you can fit in your back pack or give to your friend. Having large bags leads to theft. 

Freeman: I wanted to comment on the new plates not being microwavable- I’ve heard about the inconvenience that has caused so far- Are there any plans for new plates?

RC: The manufacturer’s suggestion is that the plates do not go in the microwave. They also assured us it’s not a health issue. It’s an issue of the longevity of the plate and it breaking down more quickly Form your own opinion on that. I would suggest you not put plates in the microwave in order that the plates last longer. No new plans. The bowls were more expensive, plates slightly less expensive than the fiesta ware. 

Pierce: I know last year they were talking about doing an anonymous return to the dining hall- doing that again this year?

RC: Sure. I don’t know why it has to be anonymous- it seems there is some guilt associated with plate theft. Everyone should be able to return their dining-hall items any day- I will be very grateful! 

Gui: I know every year the caf does caf fasting with student orgs. Is this happening again?

RC: Yes- one per semester- up to you.

Wagnild: Yes we run the caf fast.

Bishop: I understand it is difficult to ensure there is enough food for students. The one thing that has bothered me is that sometimes there is a sign saying there is supposed to be Fritos with a meal and then there aren’t. I don’t want to say it’s like a really big deal…

RC: Our chef is very fond of Fritos- if Fritos are on the menu they should be up there. There’s no reason for false advertising. You ate relatively early this evening and if we ran out of stuffing at six o’clock that is not okay. 

O’Neill: Myself and others have had concerns about the lack of ice- can you talk about the ice machines?

RC: It’s tied to the water issue. The water issue is that at the pop and juice stations as well as the ice machine are all attached to the main water tank. It’s impossible for the size of the tanks they have installed to keep up with making ice and dispensing water. At the beginning of the shift we fill them up with ice. It doesn’t keep up with the amount that we need, but it’s something we can do a better job of, trying to keep up with the ice. While we’re on it, the issue with the water- there was a water leak last week, so right at the end of breakfast they said we had to shut down the water- it took an hour and forty-five minutes. Ironically the only beverage options at that point were water (due to the tank) and milk.  Right about the time the water tanks ran out, the water lines came back on. Then we had pop and juice, but no water. And because there was no water we couldn’t do dishes, so we were behind on dishes during a part of the lunch shift.

McKinney: How does it work in the kitchen if you run out of a certain type of food? Do you have a plan for that?

RC: On most days there is a good back-up plan. We plan our menus based on what the numbers were in the past. But, the back-up plan is doing something to substitute a dish if something else runs out. We always hope to not have to go to the back up plan, and hopefully we have enough for the day. For most of the stations we don’t have to switch things up. The guest hat walks in at four thirty should have the same options of a guest that comes in at seven o’clock.

Obermann: Speaking of Fritos being gluten-free, what gluten-free options are in the dining hall?

RC: We try to have many options in the caf and to label them properly- there should always be options in the dining hall for gluten free. There is an entire corner in the caf for this. Put some at the grains station as well as at the dessert station. Every year there are more students that are gluten intolerant. 

McKinney: There was a comment card today about adding sweet-tea rather than unsweetened tea. Please keep the unsweetened tea!

RC: I love sweet tea, but it’s one more high fructose free beverage, so we will just keep the unsweetened.

Johnson: Where the mushroom potboy in the grains line has been for the last two years?

RC: It has not been as prevalently served as in the past. 

Pause Budget:

· Breakdown of where our $16,400 budget goes- Mane stage new projector/curtains. Goes to the kitchen- ice cream broken. 

· Percentage of budget used- office supplies portion of the budget has been used up, and the security  portion has been used at 540 percent of our budget. Everything else seems to be on-track. The kitchen food expenses are the larges expense at the pause. 

· Record years- 30 to forty percent higher than previous years,  well above the sales of the last three years. Historical trend of declining revenue in November. 

· 32 percent of the sales made this year come from 11 pm to 1 am on the weekends. 

· What do we do differently- we were open during week one and from this earn $1300 in revenue. We are open to more alternative promotions, e.g. Mayo Clinic study where we earned $1890. This year we are opening deliveries on weekends. There are larger class sizes as well that help account for our historically high revenue surges.

·  Summary: the kitchen food expenses are the larges amount of what we spend our money on, our sales are historically high, combating the November sales slump.

Anderson: You had a profitable year last year as well, has there been much discussion regarding what you want to purchase with it. 

Matt: I think we have spent 7000-

Goetsch: The new tech projector came out of cif and cost about $1000. The curtains as well cost about $1000.  What the remaining amounts are going for is new furniture for some of the rooms- roughly $4000. We are also doing improvements on our green room- $4000 of our cif funds are going for that. 

Bishop: Our sub-roofers blew- cost a lot of money to repair. It will not happen again this year. We are talking about longer term plans, 2 years, five years on, and saving money now so future generations can do something cool with it.

 Old Business:

PAC bylaws amendment proposal

Alveshere: Recap of proposal from last week. PAC as the only group that needs senate to approve committee  members due to fears of it becoming partisan. 

Anderson: I think he makes excellent points regarding this proposal. Move to pq

Pass

Vote

Pass

DJ residency proposal:

Ehm: I move to amend a part of it- I’ve done research into everyone’s concerns and I would like to strike the entire old proposal but keep what’s on the screen- that will be the new proposal. What is on the screen now is what I would like the amendment to be. I’ve been able to knock 900 dollars off the price. The amount I am asking for is $4700. Anything that happens to be over that amount ADC will pay for. In addition, adc will pay for training and repairs on the equipment as well. This is a one-time payment. That is my amendment. 

Movement seconded

Speakers list on amendment is open:

McKinney: The entire price is coming out of the cif?

Ehm: Yes- the amount we would want out of cif would be $4700, any costs above that ADC would cover.

Riley: All we are doing now is voting to amend. I think we should let her lower the number there. Move to pq.

Second

Vote

Pass

Watt: Move to vote on the amendment.

Second

Pass

Division

Passes have it- 16/11

Reports and Announcements

Laven: Everyone got the email from Kris this afternoon regarding funding cuts the Trio and Gear up and gotten from the federal level. I’m planning to attend the meeting happening next week. This is the sort of thing it would be cool if MAPCS would be involved in- 

C-S: I am one of the Trio students- I will be speaking.

Laven: If you care about education equality you should go. Viking on the 15th at 3:00. MAPCS- they just came up with their schedule for their fall retreat. Nov 19th at the College of St. Catherine. You are welcome to attend if interested. Especially if you are a first year or sophomore- this is a group that doesn't do a lot but could. Please talk to me if interested.

Alveshere: Pass

Watt: Working on Oleville things- evolving into a cohesive thing. Created new office signs. 

Goetsch: The Pause got some wings for the stage, a projector, the shake machine is fixed. 

Muhs: Pass

C-S: Diversity weeks…

Ehm: Crunchy bunch Saturday at 10. The crunchy bunch is a dj collective of students our age- spin real vinyl. 

Lipo Zovic: pass

Pierce: pass

Mohn Proxy: Pass

Obermann: Student life, we had a little write-on poster, looking to put up more info on sis for registration. More about what we want teachers to have before the next meeting. Hopefully we can get it done 

Schwirtz: passes

Anderson: Kris got in touch with Barb Schmidt- The budget will be approved by the college tomorrow- Money will be in your accounts soon.

O’Neill: Pass

Schwirtz: Pass

Xia passes

Gui: Recognized the PDA club.

Wilkerson: pass

Kihs: Carleton’s meeting: Scrunge policy- can take a class pass-fail in the trimester. I am working on a policy regarding advertisements at the Cave- we are not able to advertise events there due to Olaf’s alcohol policy. Talked to Ingrid Sannes, working with a group for the occupy Wall Street movement.

Rakke: In Viking, bringing in Gloria Redfeather Spears to talk about the Big Red Nation- alternative gift fair this week. Next Wednesday Jim Farrel is giving a talk on environmental values at 7 on Viking.

Thorson: Passes

Adams: Ellingson has a great idea for an event- the luckiest day on earth- 11/11/11—getting together in the lounge to write cards for the Make a Wish Foundation, snacking on baked goods. The whole dorm will get together at 11:11:11 and make a wish together. Then will have a dance party. 

Braun: On Tuesday night next week- glow-in-the-dark ninja- If interested go to Ytterboe and meet in the main lobby from eight to nine pm. Lots of candy. 

Kaszuba: BORSC decorated the Boe hallway last week- two white sheets of paper up- pretty tame. We have our presentation tomorrow night at 6:30 in the sun ballroom. To go over our October report- after that we are working on our video presentation. 

McKinney: November newlyweds game with roommates in Melby. Whoever wins will win popcorn, the films Bridesmaids, The Hangover, and ice cream.

Haines: SAC is having Comedy Sports in the pause- an improv group. The sac movie section in oleville is awesome; Movie times as well as movie clip. 

Skaggs: “After Christmas Fest” band told us they are doing something personal that day so we put out feelers to seven other bands. Had Heart to Heart this weekend- date night with campus bands. Had over 75 people come.  Lutefest this year will be audition only. 

Liebenson: VN- Feed My Starving Children will be held behind Perkins. Registration fee is up to 60 dollars this year. Trying to get students involved- also need students to help setup and clean up. 

Dittmann: Ole Night Out is happening on Sunday, Give To The Max is next Wednesday in the crossroads. 

Wattenburg: Faculty Life Committee talked about writing workshops for increased grant writing. 

Riley: Fall speaker was great- Monday Israel/Palestine debate. 

Pellicci: Pass

McDermott: Pass

Wagnild: Senate one-on-ones soon- look for a google doc. 

Hill Hype: 

Laven: Senator Bishop wanted to let you know you can buy a date with him on Sunday. Auctioning off for Oles Auctioning Oles. 

Ehm: Taylor and I have hill hype for Phil concert on Sunday at 7:30. Ferg is playing with us!

Anderson: Tomorrow in Erness there is a Vinha player and is a great improviser- 8:15. Friday night at the cow, 11/11/11 11:11:11 great band is playing. Saturday is band day. The concert plays at 3:30. Great German conductor coming in. 

C-S: Women’s empowerment house is screening Pray the Devil back to Hell-  Nov 16 Tomson Hall

Laven: This Sunday at 4:00- Senator Muhs is leading yoga. 

Goetsch: If you got an email from Ryan Sheppard- please take it!

Good times!

Resurrecting Senate Dates!

Senator of the Week: Senator Gui

Move to adjourn

Second

pass

