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Student Government Association
St. Olaf College




Senate Agenda

6:30 PM – 29 November 2011

David E. Johnson Boardroom

Meeting

I. Call to Order

II. Roll Call

III. Approval of Minutes

IV. Special Orders

A. StoTalks Presentation by Nick Kang 

B. Main Street Project Presentation by Steve McKelvey

V. New Business


     A. Caf Fast Proposals: KCA and St. Olaf Disaster Relief Effort

VI. Reports and Announcements 

VII. Hill Hype

VIII. Good Times…

IX. Senator of the Week 

X. Adjournment

Post-Meeting Business

SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING

Attendance

Minutes pass

Sto Talks:

StoTalks are a conference modeled after TED Talks. TED Talks are conferences with the most innovative people in the world and speak for 10-20 min and share their information with the world. We are going to do the same thing at St. Olaf on April 21st, 2012. How their passions relate to the larger theme of social change. We have recruited some alumni, professors and are currently advertising for students. If you know students or you yourself are interested in the event please sign up or suggest a friend who might be interested. We have apx 16 speakers- 5 being current students, 6 alumni, 6 profs. The website is stotalks.com  Please go there for any questions. 

Questions: 

Bishop: Date?

TED: April 21st 2010- 3:30 start time until about 7 pm. Followed by a dinner reception. 

Schwirtz: One-time thing?

TED: We are hoping it will become a yearly event. Hopefully it will be easy to replicate.

Adams: I wanted to ask what the format is like. Short speeches? Longer discourses?

TED: It will be a series of short speech- 5-15 minutes. The speaker goes to the front, speaks, then another speaker will follow. Stotalks is different from TED talks because we are dividing the program into two halves. After 6 speakers we will have time for the audience to talk amongst themselves. The mission is to be short and engaging, thus different from the traditional lecture format. 

Presentation of video.

Steve McKelvey:

· Reintroduce the Main Street Initiative (MSI)

· The goal is to ensure that graduating seniors will leave the graduation podium will be towards their future- they know what they want to do. 

· The point of the MSI is that every student at ST. Olaf has an experience to know what they are interested in- discovering their vocation. 

· M.S. wants to make sure you can articulate the unique talents acquired through a liberal arts education. 

· The CEL will play a major role in achieving these initiatives. 

Questions: 

Rendahl: What are some specific things going on now?

M: The Sophomore retreat and the senior survival guide. We hope to start more with first years and to begin the process there. 

Laven: Within the senior survival guide are a lot of the things you can find on the cel website- the website might be more useful than the document. Also, I liked how you talked about drawing out the strengths of the liberal arts. Where in the academic curriculum do you see best to gain recognition to gain the strengths of the liberal arts? Initiating a new sophomore interim seminar is something that is very interesting to me. 

M: To meet the goal of MSI this would have to be something approaching a universal experience. Everyone be able to articulate the liberal arts. The proposal wants the sophomore interim to be a universal experience with a few sections offered in the springs. To make these available, put most dynamic professors in and try by attraction in to draw students. In regard to the senior survival guide, we learned there is no one single marketing technique or format that draws everyone in. 

Riley: I love the focus of St. Olaf and I love the liberal arts. But, I do feel there is a big difference between people in business school and liberal arts econ major- I don’t directly see how my classes and the content will be geared towards work. Many of these ideas are solid peripheral ideas but they are almost too “liberal arty”- The heart of the school is the curriculum- have you thought about what it would mean to write the curriculum with the profs tuned into the outside.

M: One of the ideas is that faculty would become more sensitive to the transition that seniors face. The hope is that discussing how the classroom translates into the outside world. It is not surprising to me that the faculty as a whole think someone else will draw a connection to the classroom and the outside world. Some faculty are eager to do this and others aren’t. There’s an important tradition in academic freedom at St. Olaf, so not everyone will wish to talk about these things in their classes. 

Something PDA has been really emphasizing.

Caf-Fast presentations: 

KCA, Disaster Relief Effort
Disaster Relief Effort:

Oles for Global Health and DRE, mostly a DRE event. Famine in Somalia: 

Civil war happening in Somalia since 1991- completely disrupted the ag. distribution- access to food has been disrupted, also a huge drought in the last few years. the region was stabilized in 1992 but now it is disrupted again due to the drought. The civil war makes it difficult to bring humanitarian aid to those who need it.

We decided we wanted to aid the American Refugee Committee. this org works in the capitol where many refugees and displaced persons are rushing towards. the headquarters of the American Refugee Committee is in mpls and there is a Somali population in mpls. A bit about the American Refugee Committee- they have been in Somalia for the last few months and have been involved in other treacherous situations around the world. We feel that as a grass-roots non-profit org they have proven their ability to work with the people- many volunteers- 4000 people this month have been given supplies, 50,000 people have clean water. Also helps build different skills. The people from the arc are willing to work with us to education the St. Olaf population what is going on. It will be relevant to St. Olaf students in the way that we present it- it’s a famine- we will table, stuff pos, - give up their meal so that someone in Somalia can have a meal. It would be a direct way that St. Olaf students could do a lot of good- give up a meal for someone else in Somalia. Kaszuba: administrative overhead?

-Entirely volunteer-based- money will go to supplies. 

Anderson: from year to year the caf fast will raise a large sum of money- do you know how much money will get supplies? How many would we be able to aid?

-I think that it could provide water and food- for many people. Not sure how many. 

Lipo-Zovic: is there any disruption with this group working in the presence of Al Shebab?

-Capital is not under the influence of Al Shebab.

Riley: You say there’s a problem of not having a strong ag base due to drought and war- but the argument against food aid is that giving food destroys the local ag base. in the long term it hurts the community. Also, local rebel groups capture the food and use it as a weapon, source of control. Is the org trying to get food to the south? 

-Al Shebab makes it difficult to distribute food to the south. Criticisms say that during times of disaster relief there is not a critical issue due to the true lack of resources. In times of disaster it’s not as inhibitory. The main goal of the org is to give people food and water. 

Caf Fast- give it to the org that would do the most with it. $2.20 from each meal that is given up. Policy manual pages 17-18. 

Gui: Proposal for caf fast on screen. Selected these two groups out of seven. I have some concern with the first group- neither of the two groups received the caf fast last year, but ORE received it two years ago. No problems there. Both presentations were great.

Lipo-Zovic: Which groups did the caf fast last year?

Rakke: Glow did one- Trevor project, the Burrow was first semester.

Anderson: Point of information: Should Rendahl be here?

Wagnild: She will not participate in any way in the discussion. She will just take minutes.

Goetsch: I think that the money made from caf fast could be used more for the KCA- The famine in Somalia is such a large problem that more of an impact could be made with KCA’s cause.

Anderson: Echo previous senator’s argument. The crisis is recognized by the international community.

McKinney: I agree but I think the Korean organization would be better with a spring caf fast.
Schwirtz: I think that the small size of KCA’s org would allow more of an impact.

Riley: I prioritize it because $7000 could be given to 24 people directly- a difference could be made with that money. Multicultural orgs don’t always get recognition across campus. 

Gui: KCA needs money for 2012’s budget. I don’t know how urgent that is. Usually an org gets around $700-$800- many people sign up but forget and still go to the caf. 

Pellicci: How does it work for off-campus students without meal plans? I don’t have a meal plan.

Gui: Then you cannot participate. You give up one lunch- December the 8th. The caf will calculate how many students give up the money..

Wagnild: Off campus students can set up their own fund.

Watt: Move to amend the document to approve KCA for the caf fast. 

Pass

Haines: Point of Information: I agreed with Senator McKinney- she said that having KCA’s caf fast second semester would be more effective, but since they have already applied for this caf fast, would the be eligible for next semester? 

Wagnild: Yes

Watt: Move to PQ

Second

Pass

Bishop: I am hesitant to say kca should get the money now because pr-wise it would be great to do it in the spring. I found out about when they need the money and it’s February. Maybe spring semester isn’t the best for them.

Kaszuba: Something I wanted to clarify- the questions I had for them was not that I needed to see if anyone was making money off of it. But if there is an office in mpls, there are bills that just need to be paid. Even if it is not advertised as being a split org, there is always the money that needs to be spent. 

Watt: Move to PQ

Second

pass

Move to Vote

pass

Caf Fast goes to KCA- it will be on December 8th. Will start doing tabling and whatnot pretty quick. 

Reports and announcements: 

Laven: After the discussion with Steve, if there is anything about a speaker’s presentation and you want to talk about it, we can talk abut it within our group. It would be great to talk about where cohesion comes in between the classroom and experiences outside the classroom.

Alveshere: We are talking about the non-tenure track faculty members. possible titles. How the title of a professor affects the letters of recommendation, for example, “visiting assistant professor” vs. “associate professor”- “adjunct professor”- “lecturer/senior lecturer”. I think those are what we are thinking about right now. I have a list of what our sister colleges call these people. If anyone has strong opinions please let me know.

Obermann: Gave a talk to professors about student stress. We are going to try to hit the issue of putting more information on SIS courses. We are still looking at the honor code and will be working with the honor council.

Dittmann: Raised $230,000 for Give to the Max day.

McKinney: Christmas party in Melby, and the RAs will put on a parade through the dorms to boost attendance.

Kaszuba: BORSC is filming their video. Putting it together for the February meeting.

Ehm: ADC got the dj equipment and will be making its debut at the Santa Pause Dance on the 9th.

Skaggs: Will start at 9:15 on Friday- Solid Gold  will be performing. A campus band is opening and ole artists will be putting their work on display. Christmas Fest participants bring a program.

Stumo-Langer: 8-11 tomorrow in Kildhal- gaming and baking night.

O’Neill: Had a great event and now Hoyme looks really festive.

DCC proxy: DCC will discuss MLK celebration budget proposal.

Schwirtz: pass

Xia: pass

Cunningham: pass

Gui: Caf Fast

Wilkenson: Looking at GE distribution among the different departments. This was a prelim look at the data. Next we will start looking at the departments with GEs that have prereqs. If you want to email me about this regarding experiences not being able to take classes due to prereqs I would appreciate that.

Kihs: Pass

Rakke: Pass

Freeman: Wizard’s chess

Adams: Ellingson is chilling out and we are planning a Christmas festival in which we will have food, a white elephant gift giving game, and an a canella group.

Mussato: Christmas party on December 11th from 9-10- will have an ugly sweater contest. 

Lipo-Zovic: Rand made many pancakes last night for our event. Great turn out. 



   IOC: Pass

Muhs: Pie-eating contest.

Bishop: Pause has new specials. For one month only the bon-bon shake is coming back. We have another special that will be around for December and January- chicken, tomato and pesto pizza. 

Goetsch: We tried to have a limited late-night menu from nine pm on. This included pizza, pizza by the slice and chicken strips. This happened because our top oven is a different temperature than the bottom oven. We could make pizzas faster. Employees thought it was great because they felt they were really on top of things. No one was too depressed. Our financial officer said we made $50 over our average weekend night. It will probably be implemented second semester.

Liebenson: Pets for Finals.

Braun: Ytterboe put up the Christmas tree yesterday.

Wattenberg: Allan Nortman came and talked to us about projected inflation.

Pellicci: Pass

Riley: Election season is coming! Monday the job crisis will be debated on Monday in Valhalla. Lots of information about candidates on Oleville. A watch party on December 10th.

Watt: For some reason the email got sent out again. 

Haines: SAC- The movie situation has improved- the being “on-call” strategy is working well. We are showing Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone. Showing many Christmas movies over finals. We are working on Finals Fun and Be A Star night.

Dean Kneser: We will be putting up the art barn the week after Christmas. This will be delayed until March due to the timber builders. We put up a Christmas tree in Tomson hall- we are going to have slips of paper where students can hang a Christmas wish. Thursday Christmas fest starts. 

Wagnlid: Decorating the tree after this for five minutes. Next week- subcommittees will be giving chats about what they will be doing this year. Any questions? 

Lipo-Zovic: Meeting two weeks from today?

Wagnlid: No. We have a meeting next week and then will have our Christmas party afterwards.

January 10th and 27th. No subcommittee meetings next week because of the party.

Hill Hype:

Bishop: This Sunday would be a good day to go to Chapel. The St. Olaf  Band is playing with the service.

Watt: T-shirts being sold- only $10.

Jackson: Next Wednesday is Taiko concert. From 8-9 in Viking. 

DK: A week from Thursday in Northfield is Winterwalk. 

Good Times

Guess That Senator: Kyle Obermann

Senator of the Week: Andrea Dittmann
