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Student Government Association
St. Olaf College




Senate Agenda

6:30 PM –15 November 2011

David E. Johnson Boardroom

Meeting

I. Call to Order

II. Roll Call

III. Approval of Minutes

IV. Special Orders

A. Presentation by Marci Sortor 

V. Reports and Announcements 

VI. Hill Hype

VII. Good Times…

VIII. Senator of the Week 

IX. Adjournment

Post-Meeting Business

SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING

Approval of the minutes.

Marci Sortor: 
· I want to hear your feedback regarding elements of the strategic plan regarding high learning.  

· High Impact Practices: A set of practices that have been shown to increase retention and enhance student engagement in courses. What kinds of learning experiences are the most effective? How to help them engage and connect to institutions, how to get higher retention rates? 

· One of the things we did was we sat down with faculty members at the first meeting of the year and wanted to know what high impact meant to them. Every group said, “It’s transformative”. They also felt the classroom is at the hub of the learning experience. So many said the high impact experiences should build off of what happens in the classroom but also inform what happens in the classroom. Bigger than any one discipline. Some said, “It’s vocational”. They meant it in two ways: an opportunity to apply what you have learned. Some meant it in a service-oriented sense. Every single group said it was about and based on relationships. 

M.S.: What would be a high impact experience for you?

Lipo-Zovic: I’m not in the conversations programs, but I think they fit into h.i. learning. There are other areas of study that can fit into those types of programs as well. 

M.S.: Why do you think this way about the conversation programs?

Lipo-Zovic: They are interdisciplinary, discussion based. Becomes a comfortable learning setting for students. It approaches a lot of situations from an interdisciplinary study- different majors coming together. 

Riley: I feel the debate team is a great place for h.i. learning- there’s so many things you wish you could study about outside of school, and the debate team gives me the chance to study such topics. Having freedom and independence is helpful. 

McKinney: It is important to build upon, enrich, and integrate what happens in the classroom. Especially important for labs- some don't do that. The ones I’ve learned a lot from have.

M.S.: What kinds of labs stand out?

McKinney: My neuroscience lab- we learn something in class and immediately apply it.

Haines: Study abroad experiences. Those fit a lot of the topics that are on the board, mainly because of the relationships you build. You learn about the culture where you are and the culture.

There’s something about living in another country that is a profoundly different experience.

Lipo-Zovic: I know there are groups that have done retreats- the feedback I’ve gotten and my own experiences of retreats are really great. Being off-campus is a great way to learn. 

Bishop: The most important experiences I’ve had here have been the most difficult classes I’ve taken. They have pushed me the hardest and help me to realize my potential. Music history has a reputation for being difficult, but has long-term benefits. Helps retention. 

There’s a kind of a self-knowledge that goes on as well as being challenged.

McDermott: I wanted to reiterate the need for more refection in education, specifically regarding retreats. We spend so much time working on what is assigned that we have little time to process education. There is not enough space for that kind of creative reflection. The sophomore retreat could be something that is more encompassing. I’ve had classes in which academic civic engagement plays a key role. I’ve enjoyed getting to be a part of the community. 

M.C.: 

· We started talking about advising and first-year student experiences (specifically meaning the first two years when most students are selecting their majors). It’s in those first two years you are also thinking about internships, off-campus study, etc. 

· There are many kinds of advisors on campus- many formal, many not. CEL, etc. how do we sort all this out and make it clear as to who to go to for advice? When an advisor doesn’t know the answer to a question, can they point you in the right direction?

· We’ve been framing a question in the advising piece- how do students reflect and be intentional during their years in college? 4 years goes by quickly- internships, coursework, off-campus study, etc. 

· Thinking in general about education in learning communities. The great con- a powerful experience for some students- is there something there we want to replicate or play with on a larger scale? Learning communities: getting off first base and defining what they are. 

· We went back to the typical ways in which people talked about learning communities- two linked courses. Asian con has a travel/residential experiences as a “plus” to its two semesters of academic study. We will start with the conversations and ch/bi and explore whether or not those experiences could be expanded and be a larger part of the first and second year experiences. 

· Are there ways in which learning communities could be doing something different- travel, volunteering, etc?

Open it up to you all:

Jackson: I was in AsianCon and studied in Japan for a semester. That experience shaped my friend group and opened up a lot of possibilities in Asian studies. 

Kneaser: You said it shaped your friend group. That’s one of those things that is not touched on-  It’s an important point that as we look at this we think about the personal relationships shaped by these learning communities. 

Braun: I had an interesting first two-year advising experiences. I was interested in intl. relations and dance, but was given a Norwegian advisor. She wasn’t helpful with my class selection. I studied abroad last year and found some senior mentors who helped me find a direction within my major. It would be an interesting idea to explore if there are student mentors or advisors who can be connected with underclassmen students to help guide them. 

M.S.: That’s a really good point- how do we recognize and deploy the resources? I’m concerned that you weren’t getting the help you needed from faculty advisor. One issue is, for a pre-major advisor, do you need someone in the area you want to be in? Perhaps. But, if we give our advisors sufficient support they should be really good, regardless of their expertise. If a lot of incoming first years want to be bio majors we can’t accommodate everyone at the beginning. Maybe some other faculty members could be trained how to help students with different academic interests. Help them to be a place to bounce ideas off of- what are your interests and goals? What do students and advisors need?

Lipo-Zovic: I also had a negative advisor experience- We never engaged in conversation about the classes I was taking, rather just checked to make sure I was on-track with my GEs.  He didn’t really have a sense of me in terms of my interests- academic civic engagement courses were not things I even knew about as a first year and my advisor didn’t know to point me in that direction. Some professors know more about one thing than others.

Anderson: Adding to the conversation about looking for support from upper classmen.. I was a jc in kildahl last year- we were busy helping residents when it happened to be registration time. There might be even more of a greater push for talking to first years, finding out what they are interested in, connecting them to upperclassmen who are doing the things they like. I think jcs and their residents have a different relationship than with residents and advisors.

Adams: I love the great conversation program. I’ve seen myself and many of my friends be challenged by these programs. I am a first year living in ellingson- we’ve become a great community. The registration issue- I know myself and many of the people in ellingson had many issues with registration. If we could give more time or if the process could have been made more clear for first years it would have been great. I didn’t get into two of my classes and was really stressed.

M.S.: Okay so you want the registration period longer? Time with you advisors longer?

Adams: Yes- either make the registration period longer or advising period longer. Since the ten minute meeting I’ve learned a lot more about registration. 

McKinney: Registration is very stressful- a longer registration period makes it more so. 

Lipo-Zovic: One thing that might be nice is to have a primary deadline and then a secondary- you will be in all of your classes two hours before it closes but then students register and you are bumped out. Everyone HAS to register by a certain time, then a day or two to tweak the schedule. 

Musatto: When I came to the school I didn’t really know anyone. Having a connection to an upperclassman would be very helpful. If you don’t have a great advisor it can be difficult to find out about all of the opportunities the school has to offer.

Ehm: My first two years I had an advisor that wasn’t in my departments. I missed out on chances to take specific classes. If departments can be clearer about what is available in the spring.. etc it would have helped me out. My advisor asked me what I wanted to do with my life, I said I didn’t know and they directed me to the cel. 

Wilkerson: I transferred my sophomore year- my first school did a great job giving guidance. We were assigned an upperclassman to help with questions. As a transfer student, St. Olaf did a really good job- older transfer students led me around the school. 

Kaszuba: I had great advising experiences- I had one advisor my first year and switched sophomore year. They were both very involved and personal about things. I don’t have a whole lot to say about changing the process. With student advising, we often don’t think about going to the cel or going to a different department. A way to inform students on other resources that would be great.

Rakke: I think it would be great to educate advisors on things outside of the major- having the advisors in your department know about areas outside the major that would help and enhance your major are important. 

McDermott: I have an advisor outside of my major- if I had a question he’s emailed someone –he’s asked about my future. With the right training there could be great advisors for first years with interests outside their majors.

Adams: I was reminded that jcs are a great way to get in contact with knowledge you wouldn’t have had previously. I’d also like to have more information about the other advising centers on campus- in the future place more stress on visiting other centers- cel, international studies center. This could be included in the registration email. 

Pellicci: There needs to be more of a push for advising in the advising period- not just confirmation.

M.C.:

· Off-campus study: In particular, when the strategic plan talks about the off-campus study we want to know how it can be enhanced. Looking at signature programs (faculty-lead programs). Special look at interim programs. 

· Domestic off-campus studies. 
· Mentored undergraduate research. Time-intense, custom-made experiences. How much can it be scaled-up? To what purpose? What about more academic year opportunities?

· Internships: Students are doing a lot of internships but most weren’t academic. Most had experiences that were not negeotiated by the college. What are you looking for in an internship? What can the college do to help prepare students? How can the college support students while in the midst of the internship? Is there room for more international internships?
Kaszuba: Mentor idea as key to undergraduate research experience. This summer I felt much more mentored in my research opportunity- I was given information as to how it impacts my career, what I can gain from it. The personal relationship must be emphasized.

Bishop: Regarding internships, I know that many international students face challenges engaging in internships due to issues with their visas. In order to stay in the country they must be enrolled and paying tuition.

Anderson: During the interim of my sophomore year, the St. Olaf band went to Japan. The first two weeks there was a classroom component- St. Olaf professors taught us about what we would be doing.  When you go abroad you are overwhelmed by new experiences. It was very helpful having the classroom component before we actually went abroad.

Freeman: I wish there was a more central location from which you could look at research opportunities. Where to go, who to contact, etc.

M.C.: Right now there are two places students can go to- it might be interesting to see how we can combine them. You might go to the cel for off-campus, go to curie for on-campus working with faculty.

McKinney: I’ve had many friends go abroad who do direct enroll at other colleges. From talking to them it sounds like they have really been able to engage with the community they are living in. Many who do the Olaf programs might not necessarily get the full experience. 

Xia: Regarding intl students’ internship experiences: Federal law states hat we need to pay tuition.

M.C.: It is worth considering. One has to be enrolled, but whether one has to pay tuition or not is another issue. That is an option.

Riley: the cel internship opportunities are fantastic! However I’ve noticed a couple examples of companies that are trying to get around minimum wage laws. There was one very misleading- really telemarketing job. 

M.C.: Things for the future. Is it possible to make sure students to have at least one of these experiences. Is it possible? How do we fund that?

Thinking about tuition- Do students need additional financial help to accomplish this?

Should there be a special focus on students in their first two years?

Reports and Announcements:

Watt: Com team is on the final stretch of oleville. We are almost there. A few Facebook issues to deal with. 

Johnson: Poster went up yesterday that didn’t have the sga logo on it- “what’s happening in Fairbault” VN poster.

Wagnild: We have labels in the office that are really ugly- if I see a poster without a logo, I will slap an ugly one on.

Riley: Israel/Palestine debate went really well. Monday is Redistricting. 

Pellicci: Pass

Wattenberg: Faculty Life Committee talked about creating support among faculty research, a physical place where faculty could come together.

Musatto: Mohn is having 90s night. 

DCC proxy: Past years have been successful- Africa night dance is this Saturday. 

Anderson:  Financial training this Sunday the 20th at the Source. I’ve sent an email out to interested parties but if there are others send them. If you are involved in a student org be checking your Lawson account. Keep up on your finances. This Monday at 5pm in Valhalla- the debate will be really great. Chair of the stats department of Carleton will help with redistricting- a really great presentation. This is a really political issue that effects which people vote for who. 

McKinney: Melby is having an event on Friday- newlyweds game with roommate!

Kaszuba: BORSC had a really big fail of a presentation- low turnout. Need to work on event pr etc. We are now working on the video for our February report. If you or your roommate has a story about financial situation you would like to talk about that please contact me. 

Braun- Ytterboe is having glow sticks, candy.

Freeman: Bake-off event, the week after Thanksgiving.

Thorson: Wizard’s chess. Alongside the harry potter premier. Look for a poster in the caf with the time and date.

Rakke: Tomorrow in Viking Jim Farrell talking about the environment. Thursday the alternative gift fair from two to five in buntrock.

Xia: International conference meeting- tried to have a Christmas party for intl students.

Wilkerson: Pass

Gui: Sent out apps for caf fast. Tell them to do that as soon as possible. Deadline is 3 pm this Friday.

Larson: 3 pm this Friday- pie eating contest. 

Adams: Ellingson brought in the luckiest day on earth 11/11/11 in style. Shared wishes for the upcoming year. Had treats. Wrote 60 cards to children who will be in hospitals over thanksgiving break

O’Neill: Getting an airhocky table.

Schwirtz: November event- board games, card games in the lounge

Obermann: Pass

Pierce: Tomorrow is custodian appreciation day- Thursday night is date night. Making plans for having pictures with santa this year. 

Lipo-Zovic- The week after thanksgiving break- lumber jack lumber joe event coupled with no shave November. Will be pancakes and hot cider.

Liebenson: Started planning paws for finals- reading day before finals- 11-1. There will be puppies there. We are also helping the Special Olympics put on the polar plunge. 

Skaggs: After Christmas Fest band- Solid Gold. Yesterday we began planning spring concert.

Haines: Comedy sportz loved the audience venue and the pause pizza. This Thursday at eight is Harry Potter 7 pt 2 in the pause- butterbeer shakes that day. Sac is giving out free popcorn. The movie situation is under control. If you know anyone staying here for thanksgiving break we will be showing videos. 

Ehm: Crunchy Bunch on Saturday. This Friday you and friends you can be on a bongo-ball team. Sign up on oleville. 

Laven: How do you sign up so you can play a group of your friends?

Ehm: I’ll make it happen.

C-S: DCC, Africa weeks is still going on. Documentary- tomorrow from 7-8:30. Also they have another event- a banquet. Africa weeks dj dance on Saturday night. 

McDermott: Holstad house has a composter that we got this year- if you want to compost let us know you can do it at our house. If you are interested you can contact me or Taryn Arbeiter. 

Bishop: Butter Bear shakes on Thursday one day only. Different recipe from past year. Last Thursday was martin Luther shake day- we sold 102 shakes- 70 more than the average. Will probably be doing this throughout the year. Look us up on Facebook. Upgrades in the den- check it out. Need your help –looking for new executive staff. Reservations coordinator- interim/spring semester. Need a new marketing person for interim and spring. Need a games and entertainment manager for interim and possibly spring. Oleville.com/pause/apply. Apps are due the first day of break. 

Dittmann: Tomorrow is give to the max day- you should donate- a chance to win pause certificates. Also extra free coffee from tabling tonight.

Alveshere: Faculty Governance: still talking about non-tenure track faculty issues. Some came to us with specific recommendations. A greater use of multi-term contracts two –year contracts for those appointed to two year contracts, greater use of rolling contracts, removal of “visiting”, half-time employee payment. If anyone has any question feel free to talk to me.

D.K.: If you have been down near the wind turbine- huge hole in the ground. When Regents Hall was built we took out a few buildings. Specifically, the art barn. Had to tear it down- made detailed measurements of the building, saved the art- pieces of timber frame put together. Going to assemble it. Doing it as soon as the Christmas festival is over. Have students come and see what is going on. It’s going to be a space that can be used for retreats, environmental study classroom, staging for the state cross-country. Neat addition to the campus. The carvings will go in the interior of the building. 

Lipo-Zovic: Can students help build it?

D.K.: I will check. Power coming from the wind turbine, compostable toilets, it’s going to be great. 

Laven: Senator Pierce and myself went to hear people speak about the trio gear-up program. A lot of its funding has been cut- the college has supported this throughout the years- has given them staff and space. Hopefully we can have some of those people who help run the program come and talk to us. There is an email alias.

Wagnild: No senate next week. Senator Gui mentioned that caf fast would be coming up next week. Senator Cunningham, Sentor Laven and I have been talking about having an open house with that part of the hallway. One thing to think about- our policy manual- if you have something you want to bring to senate regarding budgetary item- bring it to Noah. Bylaws changes should go to the bylaws subcommittee. Thank-you so much- while Marci was here there was no note-passing. 

D.K.: If people are here for thanksgiving and don’t have other plans, we can make arrangements for students to have thanksgiving with faculty/staff. Can usually go in pairs. 

Hill Hype: 

Wags: Composting! 

Anderson: This Friday night, 8:15 in the pause

Bishop: is jazz 1. This concert is going to be sick. We flew in a bari sax player from London. She is crazy- more jazz on Sunday at 4:30 in the pause- jazz2 and jazz3 are playing. 

Bishop: Prairie Home Companion. 

Senator of the Week: Senator Alveshere.

Move to adjourn

Second
