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Student Government Association
St. Olaf College




Senate Minutes

6:30 PM – 22 February 2011

David E. Johnson Boardroom

Meeting

I. Call to Order

II. Roll Call

III. Approval of Minutes

Sheforgen: For future reference, even though Mary sends them out the next day, I’ll attach the minutes with my email on Monday. And agendas are blue, so take everything to the next blue sheet—do it

IV. Special Orders

a. Transportation Update – Kris Vatter
Vatter: This isn’t exactly an update, but I do want to give you an idea of where we’re at in terms of transportation.  This is on my mind because, for first years, the deadline for getting info into the binder is in 2 weeks, so I need to know about changes concerning transportation.  I have what was in the binder last year, which is also what is on the website. I brought some, so share the copies I’m passing out.  This is dealing with anything with wheels: Van-Go, the local, Safe Ride, Northfield Transit, etc.  The things that we pay for are Van-Go, the Local bus, and the movie bus. You are directly involved in these, especially the Movie Bus.  The cost fro the Local Bus is between Carleton and us.  Safe Ride is from P Safe.  The Ride Board is online; it doesn’t get a lot of love, but its there.  Northfield Lines took over our airport shuttles, which I’m thankful for.  They’ve had steady sales, so they’re doing about the same as we always did.  And the Local Bus is what was formerly known as the Love Bus, which we split with Carleton.  The numbers on the screen are between Carleton and us. There were about 20000 trips, which is up 23% since last year.  Good thing—we’re getting a good value.  Transportation has evolved quite a bit and the system now is really working.  I want to know what’s working/what’s not.  You should ask your consistencies. Having a school bus run everyday all the time isn’t efficient used.  With Van-Go, in it’s second year, we’re almost the point of capacity.  Almost dangerous for the driver to be doing all this, but this is what you said you wanted to use. Usage has gone up from 476 to about 1200 in 12 months—which is covering any rides that are not shopping really.  The drivers are pretty tight about it.  And now that I’ve told you how, don’t do it.  We also give out the taxi vouchers so there are some holes—they’re supposed to be used if you are coming back at night, from volunteer, etc—anything off Van-Go hours.  There are still some floating around, which I don’t know if the hours have been cut at the hospital, if people forgot them, or whatever. It does cost $5 a run—the more people that ride, the cheaper for the college, but I don’t know what to do about increased usage, especially on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.  For example, on Wednesday of Week 1, we ran a bus, and a huge number of students were riding, especially to Target.  So, that’s what I wanted to share, how we help people get around. Ask away

Sheforgen: SGA pays for the Local and the Movie and Student Activities pays for…

Vatter: Well the college pays for the Tuesday/Thursday local. 

Sheforgen: and we pay for 60/40 spilt with Carleton

Vatter: it does start here and fills up, so we do usually use it more

Sheforgen: so there are good and bad things

Peterson: Just saying—Van-Go is awesome; my friends and I use it a lot. It rocks

Alveshere: For the taxi vouchers, 120 are paid for but 62 haven’t been used?

Vatter: I can tell when/what time they used them; if you come here using them, I’ll know if you use them at the hospital or if you take it from the Rueb at 2am

Bishop: I haven’t had much opportunity to get off campus, but I know that Van-Go being over booked was detrimental at one point. It might be worth investing in another 

Sheforgen: so Van-Go is popular. The driver sets everything up.  Is that adding to the load of the job?

Vatter: yeah, I think so; from September to November there was a huge increase.  Do you want someone to answer the phone and figure out where he’s going while he’s driving you? We’ve talked about having a student worker taking change of that.  I think we need a dispatch, but can a student do it? Maybe the student wouldn’t know where these places are.  If you were from here, you might do well, but I don’t know.  Could a student ride along and do it? Maybe, but then they are taking up a seat? We’ve talked through these situations, but we’re just not sure

Sheforgen:  Is there a price difference bet a van and a car?

Vatter: a van would cost more in terms of mileage.  They did have 2 every once in a while, and for the most part, it’s Kevin and the other guy.  Another guy couldn’t handle everything.

Sheforgen: if we had 2 Priuses?

Vatter: 2 Cars couldn’t handle it. Students are able to drive, like with Safe Ride but it’s not reliable enough

Zander: I know we’ve talked about the fixed cost, but would it be possible to have an extra driver at these times?

Vatter: we just don’t know the peak times, but its possible and I’d need student to be available during those times.  I did put out a call in the fall, got some people, but the time didn’t work

Zander: it works with Safe Ride at night because people do show up

Vatter: its possible. I’ll just have to look at the times. We’ve tried to have the Safe Ride available for the day too.  But I just need drivers to commit to it—you’d need twice as many, juniors/seniors and who know their way around town.

Sheforgen: especially for hall senators, bring this back to your constituency. It’s a big thing—transportation numbers have been spiking.  Try to collect feedback and stop by and share it with us
V. New Business

a. Attendance Bylaws Update – Bylaws Sub-Committee

Alveshere: Well, this is the newest update we have.  We think it answers your questions; it boils down to 2 unexcused/semester and 2 proxies, so a total of 4/semeseter.  The other part is that it eliminated the tardy policy—late or early will be a tardy and it will count as an unexcused.  We understood that it was hard to enforce the way it was.  We believe that Senate is a big commitment—I think that’s kind of a consensus.  But it’s once per week, you should be there.  Not that hard to find a proxy. This is what we have come up with

Arbeiter: to answer the question why we have been through several, we’ve just been trying to work it out.  We took into consideration that we wanted the policy to be broken down by semester rather than by year, we wanted to accommodate for shared positions, as well as dealing with tardy stuff. That’s why it’s been a negotiation

Keyes: if your proxy leaves early?

Arbeiter: its unexcused

Sheforgen: proxies count as if it’s you, because they get your vote.  In the email they get, they are told they are accountable for your attendance record

Chang: this will take after we vote on it?

Alveshere: yes

Chang: so if a senator has a tardy, will it be turned into an absence?

Alveshre: to chair

Sheforgen: no

Chang: if a senator has an absence, start new?

Alveshere: I think this will allow for another absence, so I think that would still count—it wouldn’t hinder you. 

Sheforgen: Agreed. You didn’t know with the first one.  Knowing now for the tardy thing.  It’ll be on the record, but won’t mean anything.

Freeman: move to table

Second

Tabled
b. Election Policy Manual Change – Dan Mork - Webmaster, Emily Wiklund – PAC Coordinator, Kim Spitzfaden – President, Erik Lane – Election Commissioner 

Mork: Last year the Election Commission decided to change the Policy Manual regarding some rule regarding social networking sites like Face Book, Twitter, and others.  It was a big debate. And after looking at everything, we found a lot of disagreement; it wasn’t really a majority.  We looked at the Policy Manual more and we felt that the Election Commission incorrectly interpreted the Policy Manual regarding social networking sites; we needed to look at unsolicited contact, which is someone you don’t know. But with sites like Face Book and Twitter, you know these people. Using events and other things to help publicize, this is no longer technically unsolicited.  We would like to over turn the ruling from last year to allow Face Book and others

Spitzfaden: monitoring Face Book is incredibly difficult and who are we to say you can’t use something that is a part of every day life

Keyes: as far as unsolicited, wouldn’t the events that go out to anyone in the network be unsolicited? Because that’s super annoying

Mork: as far as soliciting goes, really you have to have a connection to receive something, so maybe you are actually friends with them

Keyes: is the St. Olaf network broad enough?

Spitzfaden: you have to be friend to invite someone. So you are getting invited by a friend

Mork: so it’s not really unsolicited because you know them. Being friends with them means there is this possibility

Alveshere: I think the social networking sites are vital to campaigns today, but I don’t know what Face Book will be in the future—when this was put in, it was very specific, so I’m glad this was brought up.  The Election Commission wasn’t taking a stand on it—they were wishy-washy about it, causing confusion.  I encourage the Election Commission to have concrete rules.  

Mork: I agree that Face Book is not controllable—it’s changing everyday.  In the Policy Manual, it can be changed, but it good to leave it open

Peterson: I’m in favor of it, last year we discussed the idea of friends inviting you.  Face Book is pretty universal and it’s difficult to limit it

Sheforgen: question—can you comment on what happens to what we have built—Face Book wasn’t in Fall election, so we used the Oleville profiles.  

Mork: Oleville had an online system for candidates to campaign. That will continue—it’s in the Policy Manual that Oleville must provide this, and it really works well as a central location for all candidates. That’ll continue

Fox: I’m in favor, I don’t see it doing anything to diminish SGA’s visibility on campus.  Could you mandate that all Face Book or Twitter post has a link to Oleville?

Ty: move to PQ

Second

Vote

Pass
VI. Reports and Announcements (by raising placard) 
Admin: thanks for passing that. I brought some SGA notecards. If you know of someone who would be good for a position that’s open for election this spring, write them a note to let them know.  We’re still trying to get people interested. Materials are due Friday at noon. Let people know please!

BORSC: We presented to the Regents last Thursday and it went really well. It’s up on Oleville if you’d like to see it

Sheforgen: we were there after with the Regents and they were probably the most complementary reports I’ve ever heard.  One even said it was the most professionally presented topic in his time on the board. so kudos

Chang: We have a concert in the Burrow at 9—electronic music. On Saturday our concert with the Environmental Groups will be in the Pause—it the No Power Hour, so turn off your power in the dorms and come over at 10 pm. Lucy Michelle and the Velvet Lapels are playing before Dan Rodriguez

IHS: we are hosting the annual Casino Night in Tomson on Friday from 730-10; there will be food, fun and prizes.  Our big prize is a Kindle, and everyone who shows up is entered. There are also movies, games, a scooter. Gambling pays for raffle chances. If you’re interested in dealing, let me know, especially hall senators because you’ll be there anyway

Fay: will you teach us?

Keyes: yeah, I’ll be running a dealing training session, 7 in Tomson

Chang: can we stack it?

Keyes: I’d rather you didn’t

Spitzfaden: I forgot, thanks for those who came to the Gala last night, we’re making a video of it; it was a good event

Sheforgen: again, an idea direct from here

Pause: Numbers are in, kitchen sales are doing well—probably due to our increase in hours. How many have taken advantage of this? Yeah—more of you should.

Environmental: last week of the challenge—it ends on Monday. Like Jon said, we have the concert on Saturday. And thanks to you hall senators for getting back to me about phone books and what not

DCC: Loudest form of Silence is going on now. The closing Banquet for Black History Month is on the 27th at 5 in the Black and Gold Ballroom.

SOC: We recognized Crossfit St. Olaf [this is what I heard—it might not be right. My bad].  And StOCro, the St. Olaf Croquet Club this week

HillKitt: I spent this weekend building a Tea shack for an art project, unveiled tomorrow. It a big, black, windowless box that willb e outside Buntrock.  You can drink tea in it. Please be respectful of it.

Sheforgen: we haven’t heard back about the budget increase yet.  Tuition was set, so we should find out soon.

VII. Hill Hype
Chang: Friday in the Burrow, Makeshift Wings will be playing at 7

Alveshere: As mentioned, StOCro has formed. If you’d like to be on the alias, let me know. I’m winning and we do play in the snow

Sickbert: There is a men’s basketball game tomorrow, their first conference game at 7 or 730 at Skogland and it does cost $3 to get in

Bishop: the 2nd jazz jam session is Fri 7-9 in the band room. Last time there were 3 of us, so if you’re interested, come hang out or play

Sheforgen: the jazz ensemble was rockin’ in Tomson on Friday


Bishop: I believe the term is “Jazzin’”

Sheforgen: please fill out those notecards. We want quality people. Elections are earlier this year, so they might not be thinking about it now.  We need to do our best, so try to find someone good

VIII. Good Times…
Peterson: it was the Oscar ballot.  BTW: the Oscars and the academy awards are not the same thing
IX. Senator of the Week with Kyla Riley[‘s Proxy]

To Sen. Rakke, for his great leadership on the Student Work committee and a great month with the energy competition 

X. Adjournment
Fox: move to adjourn

Second

Adjourned
Post-Meeting Business

SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING

